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It is hard to believe that June is here and half of 2021 is behind us! I feel as if we just took down 
the Christmas tree, but before we know it, everyone will be welcoming the students, faculty, and 
staff  to the 2021-2022 term. Th e good news is that, as I write this letter, 50% of all adults in the 
country have been vaccinated, and we continue the path to getting back to normal. I know I am 
not alone in looking forward to enjoying great summer cookouts with friends once again.

Th e good news continues, with many of our readers reporting a record number of applications 
for the coming year. Th ese numbers not only remind us of the importance of these tabernacles 
of education to our leaders of tomorrow, but also make us realize that the campus experience is 
more valuable to all of us, now more than ever. We continue to hear from private colleges and 
universities across the nation about facility upgrades and campus expansions as everyone continues 
to support their unique missions by providing beautiful learning environments. Th is summer, 
many prospective students will tour your campuses and feel the awe and excitement of starting 
their journey of learning and growth. 

Like many readers, I have thought a lot lately about what I missed the most over the past year 
and what I would be most thankful for when we got back to “normal,” and my answer may 
be surprising. What I will be most happy to get back to is not football games—even though I 
missed them deeply—not eating in a restaurant—though my cooking has gotten repetitive and 
predictable—and not the delight of traveling to a getaway location to enjoy a beautiful part of our 
country. No, what I most look forward to is the simple joy of getting to see faces of the people we 
walk by each day, sharing a smile and nod, and seeing the joy on a child’s face, perhaps as they 
take that fi rst lick of an ice cream cone.

I am thankful that we are getting to experience these simple joys again and getting to experience 
a whole array of blissful summer fun. I hope that each of you enjoy the beginning of summer, and 
I suggest you go for the dipped cone—it is the best.

Th ank you again for the privilege of getting to share with you.
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Brian Collier, Associate Professor of Fine Arts in 

Art and Design, as well as Curator and Director 

of the McCarthy Art Gallery at Saint Michael’s 

College, devotes himself to a dizzying and inspiring 

array of impressive personal and professional 

projects (many of which are viewable at briand-

collier.net). All of Collier’s work centers on issues 

of ecology and the environment, along with close 

examination of human interventions that either 

suppress or support the natural world. 

PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHT

Ecology, Art, and Environment at Saint Michael's College

Collier’s primary current project is Unlawning 
America (unlawningamerica.societyrne.net), 
which focuses on educating others on the value 
of not mowing. He hopes to get people to think 
deeply about their reasons for mowing spaces 
that are not needed for sports or play. While 
people in the United States often keep mown 
areas simply because of cultural aesthetics and 
social conditioning, Collier reports, lawns do a 
great deal of ecological damage and are detri-
mental to animals, insects, and wild plants. 

As Collier has spread the adage of “If you 
don’t use it, don’t mow it!” throughout the 
community, Saint Michael’s College has 
become more receptive to the idea and has set 
aside a couple of “no-mow” meadows on campus. 
Collier encourages people to go even further if 
possible by planting native plants to support 
local wildlife. An additional step can be taken 
by planting a garden. As Collier points out, this 
action can be a particularly important part of 
solving global food supply issues; establishing 
small-scale, organic agriculture areas all around 
the places that people live and work could supply 
much of the food needed on the planet. 

Collier has become involved with the 
“no-mow” movement because, as he says, “we 

haven’t yet seen a shift where it’s more normal 
to unlawn than to mow,” and he would like 
to help facilitate this paradigm change. The 
goal, however, is not to take away space people 
use; it’s to get people to reconsider maintaining 
lawns that aren’t used for other purposes. 
Unlawning saves time and money and sharply 
reduces pesticide use. What’s required is a shift 
in people’s thinking—a cultural shift. Such 
shifts, as Collier points out, happen all the 
time, and artists are often crucial to the process. 
Collier spreads the unlawning message through 
community presentations, and he encourages 
people to do what they can to unlawn in small 
and big ways. 

The Collier Classification System 
for Very Small Objects
Another of Collier’s ongoing projects, The 
Collier Classification System for Very Small 
Objects—launched in 2004—was designed so 
that people could think about closely investi-
gating and noticing small items. The collection 
responds to the ways that the natural world 
is defined and represented in natural history 
settings, and it challenges existing taxonomic 
systems. Collier calls the collection an “archive 

of the wonder of little stuff.” Collier did define 
a new taxonomy for this project which can be 
used by anyone to assign new names to things 
they find. 

The collection, viewable online at www.
verysmallobjects.com, has also been presented 
as a traveling museum. For an exhibition at 
the University of Vermont’s Fleming Museum, 
Collier—who is also an accomplished fine 
furniture maker—created cherry wood cabinets 
with glass fronts, reminiscent of old library cases, 
to house and exhibit the collection.

Initiatives at St. Michael’s
Collier’s converging interests in art and ecology 
have found a wonderful outlet for expression in 
Saint Michael’s 340-acre natural area. Declan 
McCabe, Professor of Biology and Natural Area 
Coordinator at Saint Michael’s, discusses the 
variety of opportunities for truly integrative 
liberal arts projects. McCabe wholeheartedly 
supports—and is delighted by—the majority of 
Collier’s ideas for art projects in the natural area. 
Students in Collier’s classes create ecological art 
that is designed to compost so it doesn’t need 
removal. For example, the signs they create are 
made from local plants. In one project, McCabe 

by Cynthia Mwenja, PhD
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reports that the students gathered milkweed 
seeds, then created a video of scattering them. In 
another project, students filled their footprints 
with compost and wildflower seeds. McCabe 
did have to re-direct Collier’s idea of placing bat 
houses in the natural area since the type of bat 
that would be drawn to them would compete 
with the bats in the woods; the bat houses were 
installed on campus instead. 

Collier has worked with the Saint Michael’s 
Center for the Environment to set up a pollinator 
garden between the student center and dining 
hall, along with other “pollinator pods” with 
student-designed informational signage. The 
goal is to present this type of space, along with 
the “no-mow” meadows, as models of positive 
ecological function that are good and normal.

Work as a Professor
Collier brings his expansive energy and 
creativity to his courses, as well. Heather Ferrell, 
Curator and Exhibitions Director at Burlington 
City Arts (BCA)—where Collier serves on the 
advisory committee—admires how Collier 
teaches students to integrate art and sustain-
ability.  Ferrell also loves to bounce around 
ideas for shows and artists with Collier, and 

she appreciates the ways he is “always thinking 
about how to bring in other viewpoints” to the 
McCarthy Art Gallery. Nathaniel Lew, Chair 
of Fine Arts and Professor of Music, says that 
Collier does excellent work as Curator and 
Director of the McCarthy Art Gallery, which 
is housed in the performing arts building. 
Lew admires Collier’s strengths as a teacher 
and colleague—strengths such as his spirit of 
collaboration, his creativity, and his “quirky 
activist spirit.” Lew particularly looks forward 
to one annual project that students in Collier’s 
sculpture class complete: inflatables made from 

garbage bags, plastic sheeting, and tape. Lew 
points out that this project forces students to 
think in an entirely different way about design. 
The fragile constructions and the fans that 
inflate them are carefully set up in a central area 
for viewing by the campus community—for one 
day. Lew says it’s a “highlight” of the year, and 
he makes sure to rush over between classes to 
enjoy the show.

Collier’s student and advisee, Celeste Matte—
who will graduate in 2022 with degrees in 
Elementary Education as well as Art and 
Design—really appreciated Collier’s innovative 

Brian Collier’s primary current project is Unlawning America, which focuses  

on educating others on the value of not mowing. He hopes to get people 

to think deeply about their reasons for mowing spaces that are not needed 

for sports or play. While people in the United States often keep mown areas 

simply because of cultural aesthetics and social conditioning, Collier reports, 

lawns do a great deal of ecological damage and are detrimental to animals, 

insects, and wild plants.

“UNLAWNING AMERICA: A CALL TO INACTION” EXHIBITION IMAGE AT BURLINGTON CITY ARTS, BURLINGTON, VT 

(ARCHIVAL PIGMENT PRINTS, BOTANICAL SPECIMENS, WOOD PLANTER, SINGLE CHANNEL VIDEO) 2017.
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approach to teaching sculpture remotely when the class had 
to go online during the pandemic. To replace the second big 
project planned for the second half of the course, Collier 
assigned one small sculpture a day for thirty days, each 
focusing on a sculptural term such as “texture,” “additive,” 

“subtractive,” etc. The students worked with supplies they 
had at home, such as pieces from board games or clothes, so 
they all worked with different media, then submitted pictures 
of the completed sculptures for group critique. Matte says 
that this activity is a great example of the sort of freedom 
Collier provides to his students as they develop their work. 
As a future educator, she appreciates Collier’s pedagogical 
model which affords students both  support and autonomy, 
driven by his desire for each student to succeed to the best 
of their ability. 

Sense of Humor
Collier’s sense of humor shows up throughout his work and 
activism. Will Mentor, Associate Professor of Fine Arts at 
Saint Michael’s tells the story of a time Collier was in graduate 
school and noticed a groundhog at a construction site. Collier 
ringed the hole with official fencing and signs, and no one 
disturbed the area until late in the project. This story shows 
Collier’s interests in interactions with the environment at the 
edge of human-dominated spaces, along with his playfulness 

Spotlight continued

“THE TRAVELING MUSEUM OF VERY SMALL OBJECTS”  

EXHIBITION IMAGE AT FLEMING MUSEUM OF ART, BURLINGTON, 

VT (CHERRY WOOD SPECIMEN DISPLAY CABINET, ARCHIVAL 

PIGMENT PRINTS, HAND-MADE CATALOG OF THE MASTER  

COLLECTION, IDENTIFICATION AND NAMING STATIONS) 2019.
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in exploring those interactions. Another wonderful 
example of both Collier’s work and sense of humor 
is his “Teach the Starlings” project (teachstarlings.
societyrne.net). In this, one of many bird-related 
projects he has developed, Collier teaches the 
history of how European starlings were introduced 
in North America. He then encourages people to 
teach starlings—who have strong, innate mimicry 
abilities—to say “Schieff elin,” which is the name of 
the man who introduced them in North America. 

“Don’t be just one thing”
In his many projects, Collier strives to meld visual 
strengths, writing skills, and an “awareness of 
environmental stuff ”; his guiding principle is “Don’t 
be just one thing.” Collier’s colleagues and students 
are impressed with this range of talents. As Will 
Mentor, Associate Professor of Fine Arts at Saint 
Michael’s says, “Brian can build a beautiful piece 
of furniture and teach digital tools. It’s incredible—
few people have that range of skills.” Mentor goes 
on to say that Collier “could teach any class” in the 
art department “and do it well.”

Mentor points out the ways that Collier’s teaching, 
research, and activism are completely intertwined 
and seamless, saying that it’s a “real pleasure” to 
work with someone who is so deeply committed 
to all of the aspects of his work. Ferrell points out 
Collier’s many strengths, calling attention to his 
talent as an artist, his ability to engage students as 
a professor, and his well-roundedness, saying that 
she continually learns from him. McCabe, pointing 
out that Collier recently completed the Vermont 
Master Naturalist program, appreciates that Collier 
continues to learn and develop skills outside of his 
discipline, where he has already accomplished so 
much. Lew notes the importance of Collier’s work, 
saying “For him, art is art and also engagement.” 

As Collier puts it, “I just want to change things—
that’s my motivation.”

Spotlight continued

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Dr. Cynthia Mwenja 

teaches Composition and Rhetoric at the 

University of Montevallo.

“TEACH THE STARLINGS” 

EXHIBITION IMAGE AT ARTSITES, 

RIVERHEAD, NY (AUDIO-RIGGED 

NESTBOX, AUDIO RIGGED SUET 

FEEDING STATION, FIBERGLASS 

STARLING SCULPTURES, 

PLASTIC MEGAPHONES) 2010.

“TEACH THE STARLING IN KANSAS 

CITY” EXHIBITION IMAGE AT PARAGRAPH 

GALLERY, KANSAS CITY, MO (WALL 

MURAL, ARCHIVAL PIGMENT PRINTS, 

SINGLE CHANNEL VIDEO, PRESERVED 

STARLING SPECIMEN, FIBERGLASS 

STARLING SCULPTURES) 2008.

“SOME PROPERTIES OF WATER, 

PHASE 2: EVAPORATION” EXHIBITION 

IMAGE AT ARTEMISIA GALLERY, CHICAGO,

IL (WOOD, GLASS BOTTOM EVAPORATION

TRAYS, ARCHIVAL PIGMENT PRINTS, 

WOOD COLLECTION BOX) 2003.

         “NATURE STUDY NO. 10” (WAX 

PRESERVED NATURAL SPECIMEN, WOOD, 

INK AND WATERCOLOR DRAWING) 1998.
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by Michael Strysick

PHOTO COURTESY CENTRE COLLEGE AND MSA SPORTS

The largest, most comprehensive construction project to date at Centre College 

will create a 135,000-square-foot facility devoted to wellness and athletic 

excellence. It will benefi t the entire campus community and set 

a new standard for holistic education at top-ranked 

residential liberal arts colleges across 

the nation.

INVESTING IN WELLNESS
AND ATHLETIC EXCELLENCE

AT CENTRE COLLEGE
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Enhancing Student Success
Designed in partnership with Cincinnati-based 
architects MSA Sport, the $50 million project 
refl ects Centre’s commitment to invest in facil-
ities and programs that enhance student success, 
hone leadership skills and prepare graduates for 
lives of impact.

“Th is new facility will allow us to continue 
attracting talented students from around the 
nation and across the globe not only to work 
with our world-class faculty but also to partic-
ipate in a premier athletic and wellness program 
with dedicated coaches and staff  who teach 
important leadership skills such as teamwork, 
resilience and determination,” said Centre 
President Milton Moreland.

“In the process,” he emphasized, “Centre will 
extend into the next century its 200-year-plus 
history of producing great leaders.”

A campus-wide strategic planning eff ort 
made clear the need for expanding wellness and 
athletic facilities in order to continue the long 
history and clear mission of training leaders 

who can make a diff erence in the world. “Th is 
signifi cant investment exemplifi es Centre’s 
continuing commitment to excellence,” 
Moreland said. “It will strengthen our earned 
reputation as one of the nation’s foremost 
colleges focused on leadership development 
and career readiness.”

He added, “Th e Initiative for Wellness and 
Athletic Excellence represents a transforma-
tional moment for Centre College and will 
have a profound impact on our ability to off er 
a deeply holistic academic experience, elevating 
our mission to develop mind, body and spirit.”

An aggressive fundraising campaign to 
support this new initiative is already in progress. 
Early commitments, including two lead gifts, 
exceed three-quarters of the projected cost, 
leaving approximately $12 million to raise 
to fully fund the project. Th is substantial 
investment refl ects the desire of the lead donors 
to challenge the Centre community, known for 
its pride and generosity, to share this vision and 
take the mantle of propelling their future giving 
to an even higher potential.

Th e expansive new building will continue a 
series of recent campus construction projects 
totaling more than $30 million and is an 
important next step in the strategic plan to 
equip the College to better serve its mission and 
the needs of families and students for the next 
fi fty years.

“Centre is accelerating out of the global 
pandemic by investing in spaces that will enhance 
the student experience, grow enrollment, and 
provide increased health and wellness opportu-
nities for the entire campus community,” said 
Mark Nunnelly, chair of the Centre College 
Board of Trustees.

Included in the overall construction project, 
Farris Stadium, built in 1923, will be trans-
formed to provide world-class facilities for 
football, men’s lacrosse, and track and fi eld, 
and also provide new seating, hospitality spaces 
and an upgraded press box. In addition, Gary 
Wright Field will be relocated to create a new and 
enhanced experience for Centre’s baseball team.

Beyond the wellness and athletic excellence 
project, the Centre College Board of Trustees 

Investing in Wellness continued

PHOTO COURTESY CENTRE COLLEGE AND MSA SPORTS
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also approved additional funding to repurpose 
what will eventually be the College’s natatorium, 
upgrade the softball field, completely renovate 
three residence halls in the Old Quad and build 
a new greenhouse.

Life Trustee J. David Grissom is particularly 
excited about the leadership opportunities these 
projects will provide.

“I am proud to be affiliated with an institution 
that is prioritizing health and wellness opportu-
nities and investing in facilities that prepare our 
students to be leaders in the classroom, on the 
field and in their communities,” he said.

“By building on more than 200 years of 
academic and athletic excellence,” Grissom 

added, “this new facility will increase Centre’s 
commitment to health and wellness for its 
students, faculty and staff, as well as enhance 
the drive for competitive excellence for Centre’s 
outstanding scholar-athletes.”

Key components of the initiative for wellness 
and athletic excellence building design include:

•	A 10-lane, 50-meter pool with a moveable 
bulkhead, an integrated diving well with 
1-meter and 3-meter diving boards, and 
seating for 700

•	A six-lane, 200-meter indoor track and turf 
infield with event seating for 800; this area 

can easily be increased exponentially by 
using the turf infield and will double as a 
large space for campus events, such as the 
annual Commencement ceremony, concerts 
and debates

•	A 6,000-square-foot strength and 
wellness center

•	A nutrition center that includes an educa-
tional component

•	Hospitality and engagement areas

•	Locker rooms and multipurpose event 
spaces for activities such as yoga

•	An enhanced Athletics Hall of Fame
While benefitting all 24 varsity teams, the 

aquatic and the track and field components 
of the new facility will offer the opportunity 
to strategically expand rosters by as many as 
seventy student-athletes. All of these efforts have 
a clear goal in mind.

“Along with other recent projects to enhance 
and expand academic facilities, create a new 
student success center, and add and renovate 

Investing in Wellness continued

“Centre is accelerating out of the global pandemic by investing in spaces that 

will enhance the student experience, grow enrollment and provide increased 

health and wellness opportunities for the entire campus community.”  

—Mark Nunnelly, chair of the Centre College Board of Trustees.
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residence halls,” said Moreland, “this project 
makes clear Centre’s mission to off er an 
impactful campus experience that prepares its 
graduates to move the world forward in ways 
driven by purpose and meaning.”

A groundbreaking for the project is being 
planned for October, with completion antic-
ipated within 18 months. Th e relocation of 
Gary Wright Field for baseball is projected to 
be completed sooner.

PHOTO COURTESY CENTRE COLLEGE AND MSA SPORTS

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Michael Strysick 

is Centre College’s chief communications 

offi  cer. Strysick earned his Ph.D. in comparative 

literature at Binghamton University, SUNY, and 

completed an NEH Summer Seminar at Yale 

University. He taught at Georgia Tech, in the 

Kent State and University of Wisconsin systems, 

Davidson College, and Wake Forest University. 

Prior to his appointment at Centre, Strysick worked 

as a Strategic Partner with Patton McDowell & 

Associates, a Charlotte-based consultancy that 

provides philanthropic counsel and organizational 

strategy.
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by Jack Wang

MANSUETO
LIBRARY

LIGHTS UP
ANCIENT
FIGURES

During a visit to the University of Chicago, visual artist Ann Hamilton 

became enamored with the Oriental Institute’s collection of stone and 

ceramic fi gures—ancient but timeless, inanimate but strangely alive. To 

celebrate the OI’s 100th anniversary, she has transformed those fi gures 

into a public installation inside one of the campus’ most iconic structures.

Artist Ann Hamilton’s evocative images 
make "the ancient past tangible"
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In the fall of 2018, Hamilton spent a week 
in residency working with the OI Museum’s 
curators, conservators and registrars to make 
images of ancient Egyptian and Mesopotamian 
artifacts using early-generation scanners. The 
images, enlarged to gigantic scale, are now 
affixed to the elliptical glass dome of the Joe 
and Rika Mansueto Library Grand Reading 
Room, creating Hamilton’s new installation 
titled aeon.

Printed on 160 sheets of semi-transparent 
film, each 2 x 2 meters, the twenty images 
Hamilton created are not intended to duplicate 
what might appear in a museum display case. 
She sought to reveal ineffable qualities of 
these objects through the use of scanners, in a 
unique hybrid of gestural drawing and lensless 
photography.

The unsettling liveliness of the images echoes 
a fundamental quality imparted to the figures 
by their makers millennia ago. The Egyptian 
Ushabti were placed in tombs in large numbers, 
journeying with the entombed person to the 
world beyond, ready to spring to life as servants. 
The Mesopotamian figures were deemed so 

much alive that they were given food and drink, 
since the care given to these effigies had direct 
consequences for people in the underworld.

Mansueto Reading Room Dome
“Ann’s images have an equal partner in the 
magnificent Mansueto dome,” said Laura 
Steward, the UChicago Curator of Public Art, 
who invited Hamilton to make the project. 
The dome provides both awesome scale—some 
images are 12 meters tall—and dazzling illumi-
nation. After several thousand years entombed 
underground, and nearly a century enclosed 
in the OI’s display cases, these temple figures 
derive majesty and power from their location 
in the Mansueto.

“Across centuries, we stand in front of these 
figures, with a felt sense of recognition,” said 
Hamilton, who is known internationally for 
her large-scale multimedia installations, public 
projects and performance collaborations. “The 
liveness of the object draws us toward it, makes 
a connection, sparks curiosity.”
When conceptualizing aeon, Hamilton felt 
drawn to the “temple-like feel” of Mansueto 

Library—designed by architect Helmut Jahn 
and opened in 2011—as well as the chance 
to juxtapose ancient figures with one of 
UChicago’s most futuristic buildings. She 
sought to explore the nature of reading rooms 
as places of gathering—the paradox of being 
present in a space, but escaping from it.

“When you read, you are in two places—the 
reading room and the faraway world of the book,” 
said Hamilton. “That particular quality of simul-
taneous attentions is central to aeon.” Hamilton 
worked with a small flatbed desktop scanner 
and a handheld wand scanner, both designed 
with a shallow depth of field and intended for 
documents, not three-dimensional objects.

The movement of the scan head, whether 
driven mechanically or by hand, differentiates 
scanners from traditional cameras. The resulting 
images record the movement of the scanner’s 
light across the figure over time. Strangely, this 
sense of movement accrues not to the photo-
graphic process, but to the figures themselves. 
That, and the shallow depth of field, make 
them seem to actively emerge from a misty 
background.

Mansueto Library continued
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Mansueto Library continued

The OI
For the OI, which since its founding in 1919 has 
led groundbreaking research of ancient Middle 
Eastern civilizations, the exhibition invigorates 
and reinterprets work and research that is often 
hidden from the public eye.

“Ann Hamilton’s installation makes the 
ancient past tangible,” said Jean M. Evans, 
the OI Museum’s Chief Curator and Deputy 
Director. “By taking these artifacts out of the 
Museum and transposing them onto such a 
prominent space—but one where you don’t 
expect to see them—the installation makes 
us think about why ancient civilizations, our 
beginnings, are still so important and relevant.”

Th e OI’s centennial provided an impetus for 
a major reinstallation of the objects on display. 
For this reason, many of the OI’s most extraor-
dinary small objects were out of their cases and 
available to Hamilton for this project. “Our 
centennial is a time to refl ect on a century of 
accomplishments, but just as importantly it 
is an occasion to look to the future, set new, 
ambitious goals, and expand our scope,” said 
Christopher Woods, OI director and the John 

A. Wilson Professor of Sumerology. “Fostering 
greater engagement with the contemporary arts 
is critical to this vision and a major focus of our 
centennial celebrations. We are delighted that 
an artist of Ann Hamilton’s caliber has found 
inspiration in our collection and has partnered 
with us on this evocative installation.”

A professor of art at Ohio State University, 
Hamilton is known for site-specifi c installa-
tions that examine how knowledge is shaped 
by language and touch. Her recent projects 
include Chorus—a text-based marble mural in 
New York City’s WTC Cortlandt Station—and 
Oneeveryone, a series of portraits shot through 
translucent polyurethane sheets.

“What we feel in the images is the tactile point 
of contact,” Hamilton said. “We know things, or 
the felt quality of things, not because we have more 
information but sometimes because there is less.”

Just as historical perspective shifts in time, 
these translucent images change depending on 
the vantage point of the viewer. One angle might 
throw the fi gures against a concrete backdrop; 
if the viewer takes a few steps, the images may 
rest instead on trees or clouds.

“Th e importance of the Middle Eastern 
collection at the University of Chicago Library is 
recognized by scholars throughout the world,” said 
Brenda Johnson, director and University librarian. 
“Th e Library shares the OI’s commitment to 
rigorous explorations of the world’s history and 
is pleased to celebrate this important centennial by 
hosting Ann Hamilton’s aeon and the exhibition 
in the Special Collections Research Center.”

Since its founding, the OI has led a century 
of excavations and research projects throughout 
the Middle East, many of which continue today 
in countries including Egypt, Iraq, Turkey and 
Afghanistan. Th e comprehensive and rigorous 
work of OI scholars deciphers ancient languages; 
reconstructs histories, literatures and religions of 
long-lost civilizations; and creates transformative 
dictionaries that serve as cultural encyclopedias 
essential to understanding the ancient world.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jack Wang is 
the news editor for the University of 

Chicago’s O�  ce of Communications. He has 
worked at UChicago since 2018.
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by Lisa Gibbs, EdDby Lisa Gibbs, EdD

In a rural Alabama town of just over 10,500 residents sits the nation’s fi fth oldest

college for women. The Judson Female Institute was one of the fi rst colleges for 

women in the South, founded in 1838, with the fi rst classes conducted in a house 

and a student body of nine. Members of the Siloam Baptist Church believed “that 

educating women would not only improve the lives of their students, but would 

also strengthen families, communities, churches, and society as a whole” and 

sought to build a school with the same quality of education as Harvard and Yale.

STRUGGLE TO
SURVIVE
JUDSON COLLEGE LOSES ITS
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Judson College continued

Th e Judson Female Institute was named to 
honor the fi rst female missionary to represent 
the United States in Burma, Ann Hasseltine 
Judson. Th e school encouraged and empowered 
women to develop their intelligence and talents 
and use this knowledge to improve society. 
Early graduates worked to improve conditions 
for plantation and factory workers, lead suff rage 
eff orts in the state, preserve native plants, and 
establish national forests. 

After enduring the Civil War, Reconstruction, 
smallpox, and suff ering the loss of the campus 
main building to fi re, enrollment expanded. In 
1904 the Alabama State Legislature amended the 
school’s charter to create Judson College. Due 
to fi nancial concerns during the 1930s, there 
was talk of merging Judson with two other state 
Baptist affi  liated schools. However, the college 
remained independent and dedicated to helping 
women develop their God-given abilities to 
improve society. 

Judson's Historic Past
An infl ux of veterans utilizing the GI Bill after 
World War II ended in 1945 helped Judson 

fl ourish. By the early 1960s, Judson became 
a model of Christian liberal arts colleges for 
women. In 1968, the charter was re-written 
to change language from “white females” to 
“females” and admissions were opened to 
all women. 

Th e Alabama Womens’ Hall of Fame 
was built on the campus in 1970 to honor 
women who made signifi cant contributions 
to the state. By the 1990s, Judson College 
had eighteen majors and twenty-four minors, 
eleven pre-professional programs, and a 

distance learning program toward a bache-
lor’s degree. In 1993 the college was placed 
on the National Registry of Historic Places, 
and a multi-million dollar renovation project 
in 2003 created a state-of-the art educational 
space in Jewett Hall, which remains at the heart 
of the campus. In April of 2021, Judson held 
its 183rd commencement, celebrating nearly 
two centuries of educating women.

Judson College is now fi ling Chapter 11 
bankruptcy and will not open in the fall 
of 2021. 

The Judson Female Institute was named to honor the fi rst female missionary 

to represent the United States in Burma, Ann Hasseltine Judson. The school 

encouraged and empowered women to develop their intelligence and talents 

and use this knowledge to improve society. Early graduates worked to 

improve conditions for plantation and factory workers, lead suff rage eff orts 

in the state, preserve native plants and establish national forests. 
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Judson College continued

Th rough its 183 year history, Judson has 
often struggled to survive. Th e leadership 
overcame obstacles in ways that refl ect the 
school’s mission—to matriculate students 
who are “well-adjusted and productive citizens 
through the transmission of knowledge, the 
refi nement of intellect, the nurturing of faith, 
the promotion of service, and the development 
of character.” Creativity, critical thinking, and 
commitment to faith and service helped the 
college stay afl oat for nearly two centuries. 
However, declining enrollment since 2000 and 
the unforeseen challenges of the pandemic in 
2020 caused the school to reassess its future. 

Looking at Options
A successful fundraising campaign to keep the 
school open through May of 2021 was launched 
in the fall of 2020. At the same time, leadership 
at the college commissioned Fuller Higher Ed 
Solutions to conduct an in-depth review of 
college fi nances and meet with focus groups in 
an eff ort to determine the best steps forward. 
Fuller’s report was issued in February 2021 and 
off ered insights and solutions for the college. 

Th e Fuller report acknowledged Judson 
College’s uniqueness in academia—a Baptist 
college for women located in rural Alabama. 
Th is fact distinguishes Judson from the majority 
of private colleges and universities in the United 
States and could be considered an asset. Focus 
group interviews resulted in alumnae sharing 
memories “as illustrations of the impact Judson 
had on students fi nding their voice, learning 
how to lead, and building confi dence as they 
mastered subject material and prepared for their 
future.” Faculty, staff , students, and alumnae 
expressed a high level of support for the college 
and positive suggestions for its future. 

A Diffi  cult Decision
According to the report, the “college was already 
in a diffi  cult fi nancial condition prior to March 
2020 when the pandemic changed the way 
residential colleges function.” Expenditures per 
student were in excess of income per student. 
Th e gap in revenue meant the college must 
“generate 60% of revenues from non-student, 
philanthropic sources; generating two thirds 
of revenues from donations on an annual basis 
is not realistic.” Deferred maintenance and 
stagnant wages were also an issue. Th e report 
indicated Judson needs considerable infusion 
of cash to address the defi cit and invest in 
turnaround eff orts. 

Th e report noted the decline in interest in 
gender specifi c choices in higher education, 
citing that in “1960 there were 230 colleges 

for women in North America; today there are 
36.” A comparison of data from the Women’s 
College Coalition (WCC) showed Judson to 
be among the bottom in terms of endowment, 
enrollment, and retention. Judson College 
showed very little similarity with other women’s 
colleges, other than the fact of being a college 
for women. Th e analysis was completed in 
hopes of Judson using the experiences of those 
institutions to guide strategies and decisions. 

Changing Landscapes
Other important factors addressed in the Fuller 
report include a decrease in the number of high 
school students in Alabama and surrounding 
states and the changing perception of Christian 
colleges and universities. Th e report concluded 
that “the college has two primary options 
to consider, either closing with dignity or 
investing in a turnaround.” Specifi c recom-
mendations included merging with another 
college, becoming co-educational, and creating 

a well-funded strategic plan. Th e decision to 
close any institution of higher education is 
extremely diffi  cult and heartbreaking. Judson 
College has a long and rich history of educating 
and empowering women. While the challenges 
of the 21st century have aff ected all private 
colleges and universities, the experience of 
Judson may be of use  to other church affi  liated 
and gender specifi c institutions as they navigate 
the changing landscape of what society wants 
out of higher education.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: PUPN sta�  

writer Lisa Gibbs earned her Ed.D. in 

Higher Education Administration in 2018. 

She is an advocate for arts, particularly 

dance, in education and for increasing 

the fi nancial well-being of artists through 

fi nancial education.
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As you look through these pages, you will find more 
in-depth information on these quality providers, 
their products, and demonstrative case studies 
that can help you in your mission of providing a 
quality experience across your higher education 
facilities. And just as you may face the challenge 
of not having enough time to communicate every 
aspect of your higher learning meccas with your 
students and communities, we were limited by 
available space in this issue, so could not include 
every single one of the companies that we know can 
help you. Our hope, however, is that you will enjoy 
the information that space allowed us to include. 

Enjoy the “Showcase of Excellence,” and may 
you continue to be successful in providing quality 
facilities and experiences to the many lives your 
colleges and universities touch.

SHOWCASE OF
EXCELLENCE
Our readers requested from us a special 

annual feature to highlight providers that 

provide quality products and services 

for private colleges and universities. This 

"Showcase of Excellence"appears each 

year in our June issue. This special section 

is filled with full and half page ads, offering 

both case studies and product showcases 

for service and product providers exclu-

sive to the higher education market.
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THE CLEARSPAN ATHLETICS ADVANTAGE INCLUDES: 

RELIABLE COVERAGE – Play, train and compete in any weather

EXPANSIVE SPACES – Build to nearly any size

ABUNDANT NATURAL LIGHTING – Soft on the eyes and reduces utilities

VERSATILE BUILDINGS – Fabric, metal and hybrid cladding available

CLEAR SPAN INTERIORS – No obstructive posts to hinder play

ULTIMATE DEPENDABILITY – Industry-leading warranties

IN-HOUSE FINANCING – Start your next project today

ONE-STOP SHOPPING – Outfi t buildings with everything you need

ClearSpan’s fabric buildings are also designed and constructed to last, and
feature industry-leading warranties to go along with it. The structures’ frames 
are made from triple-galvanized steel that is corrosion resistant, and is backed 
by a 50-year warranty. ClearSpan off er multiple fabric cover options. These
covers feature rip-stop weaves that stop any potential tears in their tracks, 
and they come in a range of warranties from 20 to 30 years, ensuring these
structures last decades into the future. 

CLEARSPAN STRUCTURES
Every program and facility is looking to instill greatness in their 
athletes. ClearSpan has been helping programs and businesses of 
all sizes do just this for over 40 years by creating custom athletics 
building solutions. ClearSpan’s fabric structures allow facilities to 
keep their athletes training year-round, regardless of weather, and 
off er several benefi ts when compared to traditional structures. 
Facilities that integrate a ClearSpan fabric building can expect 
superior versatility, ideal sporting environments and maximum 
strength and durability. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 
WWW.CLEARSPAN.COM  OR CALL 866.643.1010

BUILT TO LAST
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RELIABLE COVERAGE – Play, train and compete in any weather

EXPANSIVE SPACES – Build to nearly any size

ABUNDANT NATURAL LIGHTING – Soft on the eyes and reduces utilities

VERSATILE BUILDINGS – Fabric, metal and hybrid cladding available

CLEAR SPAN INTERIORS – No obstructive posts to hinder play

ULTIMATE DEPENDABILITY – Industry-leading warranties

IN-HOUSE FINANCING – Start your next project today

ONE-STOP SHOPPING – Outfi t buildings with everything you need

ClearSpan’s fabric buildings are also designed and constructed to last, and
feature industry-leading warranties to go along with it. The structures’ frames 
are made from triple-galvanized steel that is corrosion resistant, and is backed 
by a 50-year warranty. ClearSpan off er multiple fabric cover options. These
covers feature rip-stop weaves that stop any potential tears in their tracks, 
and they come in a range of warranties from 20 to 30 years, ensuring these
structures last decades into the future. 

CLEARSPAN STRUCTURES
Every program and facility is looking to instill greatness in their 
athletes. ClearSpan has been helping programs and businesses of 
all sizes do just this for over 40 years by creating custom athletics 
building solutions. ClearSpan’s fabric structures allow facilities to 
keep their athletes training year-round, regardless of weather, and 
off er several benefi ts when compared to traditional structures. 
Facilities that integrate a ClearSpan fabric building can expect 
superior versatility, ideal sporting environments and maximum 
strength and durability. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 
WWW.CLEARSPAN.COM  OR CALL 866.643.1010

BUILT TO LAST
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Since 1945, Musson Rubber has been a pioneer and leader 
in the development, manufacture and distribution of safety stair 
coverings and flooring materials. Musson Rubber specializes 
in stair coverings and entrance matting for commercial, institu-
tional and industrial use. Our website contains the most com-
plete and comprehensive line of top quality rubber and vinyl 
stair coverings and entrance mats for use in public buildings. 
We have been involved in general production, maintenance, 
MRO applications, and we have been working with our cus-
tomers and suppliers throughout the region for over 70 years. 
Musson Rubber is your source when you need reputable 
products from top suppliers and trusted service. 

MAKE STAIRS & LANDING SAFE  
WITH MUSSON VINYL TREADS & TILE

• Excellent for commercial, industrial, and institutional use

• Vinyl treads are available in four colors and a variety of 
sizes and styles

• Contrasting 18”x18” vinyl tiles have a durable 40 mil wear 
layer

• Matching cove risers are also available.

RUBBER SPORT FLOOR

• Durable spike resistant flooring

• Made of recycled rubber combined with color flecks of 
new rubber

• Available in roll goods, blue down, or interlocking tiles in a 
variety of colors

RECYCLED ENTRANCE MATTING

• Made of recycled PVC plastic

• Brushes off sand, dirt, and slush from shoes and carts

• Open grid drains away water and debris

• Snap together tiles are easy to install and replace

• Use in recessed areas or surface with beveled edges

LVT TILE WITH 40 MIL WEAR LAYER

The extra-thick helps to combine the beauty and feel of 
antique wood with the durability required for high-traffic 
applications. These planks are easy to maintain; there are no 
waxes, sealers, or other finishes required which reduces labor 
and chemical costs. Available in 7 seasoned wood patterns.
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Since 1945, Musson Rubber has been a pioneer and leader 
in the development, manufacture and distribution of safety stair 
coverings and flooring materials. Musson Rubber specializes 
in stair coverings and entrance matting for commercial, institu-
tional and industrial use. Our website contains the most com-
plete and comprehensive line of top quality rubber and vinyl 
stair coverings and entrance mats for use in public buildings. 
We have been involved in general production, maintenance, 
MRO applications, and we have been working with our cus-
tomers and suppliers throughout the region for over 70 years. 
Musson Rubber is your source when you need reputable 
products from top suppliers and trusted service. 

MAKE STAIRS & LANDING SAFE  
WITH MUSSON VINYL TREADS & TILE

• Excellent for commercial, industrial, and institutional use

• Vinyl treads are available in four colors and a variety of 
sizes and styles

• Contrasting 18”x18” vinyl tiles have a durable 40 mil wear 
layer

• Matching cove risers are also available.

RUBBER SPORT FLOOR

• Durable spike resistant flooring

• Made of recycled rubber combined with color flecks of 
new rubber

• Available in roll goods, blue down, or interlocking tiles in a 
variety of colors

RECYCLED ENTRANCE MATTING

• Made of recycled PVC plastic

• Brushes off sand, dirt, and slush from shoes and carts

• Open grid drains away water and debris

• Snap together tiles are easy to install and replace

• Use in recessed areas or surface with beveled edges

LVT TILE WITH 40 MIL WEAR LAYER

The extra-thick helps to combine the beauty and feel of 
antique wood with the durability required for high-traffic 
applications. These planks are easy to maintain; there are no 
waxes, sealers, or other finishes required which reduces labor 
and chemical costs. Available in 7 seasoned wood patterns.
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800 770 7042  | www.smartdesks.com
Work Intelligentlysm

Tackle your learning challenges with

Create your own collaborative learning 
environment with SMARTdesks.
Our comprehensive services for classroom layouts, custom 
furniture, and technology integration are here to support 
your organization’s mission of learning, no matter the 
challenges we face.

Social Distancing Classrooms Multi-Media Podiums Sit Stand Desks

©2021 CBT Supply, Inc. dba SMARTdesks® All rights reserved. Collab®, fl ipIT® and SMARTdesks® are 
trademarks of CBT Supply, Inc. fl ipIT® US Patent No. 7,509,912

PUPN April inside cover 2021.indd   1PUPN April inside cover 2021.indd   1 3/26/21   2:33 PM3/26/21   2:33 PM
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Safe and Effi cient Ultra Violet-C Disinfecting 
Autonomous Robotics.

Designed to fi ght the spread of Covid-19 
pathogens and other infectious diseases 
on high-touch surfaces.

Open classrooms safely 
and immediately. CFI eliminates

the need for Cap Ex investment.

Learn more about our market-ready RaaS (Robotics as a Service) 
Op Ex product and maintenance agreement options for Education Clients.

We're making colleges &
universities affordable

environments to
come back to, learn in,
grow in, and be safe in.

Real Work Autonomous Robotics, "UVC Series" for Colleges & Universities

For Sales and More Information Contact CFI at 650.533.2979  .  sales@clearfocusinnovations.net
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3 Ways IoT and Smart Building Automation 
Can Change Your Campus for the Better

Private universities have many 
unique challenges. Building auto-
mation is not least on the list.

Varying growth over time likely means 
there are several iterations and system 
types throughout campus. Competition 
has driven an increase of new, diverse 
types of managed spaces for students 
and sta� . Stagnant endowments are 
driving a renewed focus on energy 
savings to steward available funds. No 
single solution solves these challenges, 
but rather a university needs to develop 
a holistic strategy. IoT and Smart Build-
ing Initiatives is a part of that strategy. 

To solve these issues, you need a solid solution from a provider with expertise. KMC Controls has been a leading innovation vendor
in the HVAC industry for over 50 years. With our Intel Market Ready Solution, KMC Commander, you are able to realize these 
benefits and build a holistic IoT strategy. Plus, we partner with industry leaders to bring the best overall edge-to-edge solution to 

our customers, from wireless sensors to analytics.

UNIFY YOUR BUILDING SYSTEMS
You have a lot of buildings on campus, each with their own HVAC 

or lighting platform (or no platform at all). When looking to develop and 
drive an IoT strategy, the first step is to bring all those systems into a sin-
gle platform. No need to replace your systems, as the leading o� erings 
on the market can use what’s already there. Additionally, by using cloud-
based solutions, make these systems more accessible than ever before.

DRIVE THE OPERATIONAL USE OF DATA
The most innovative solution providers in the space not only 

connect your systems. They also share that data with other industry-
leading solutions. No one system can be all things to all people. That’s 
why collaboration and interoperability is so important.

DEMOCRATIZE YOUR DATA INTO THE CURRICULUM
Nothing helps students understand new concepts more than

real-world examples. For instance, use building data to teach math
students in-depth regression analysis on CO2 and occupancy.  Use the 
API to teach computer science students integration and app develop-
ment. Use energy metrics to teach economics students regional utility 
analysis and cost-avoidance measures. The possibilities are endless.

1

2

3

3 Ways IoT and Smart Building Automation 
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3 Ways IoT and Smart Building Automation 
Can Change Your Campus for the Better

Private universities have many 
unique challenges. Building auto-
mation is not least on the list.

Varying growth over time likely means 
there are several iterations and system 
types throughout campus. Competition 
has driven an increase of new, diverse 
types of managed spaces for students 
and sta� . Stagnant endowments are 
driving a renewed focus on energy 
savings to steward available funds. No 
single solution solves these challenges, 
but rather a university needs to develop 
a holistic strategy. IoT and Smart Build-
ing Initiatives is a part of that strategy. 

To solve these issues, you need a solid solution from a provider with expertise. KMC Controls has been a leading innovation vendor
in the HVAC industry for over 50 years. With our Intel Market Ready Solution, KMC Commander, you are able to realize these 
benefits and build a holistic IoT strategy. Plus, we partner with industry leaders to bring the best overall edge-to-edge solution to 

our customers, from wireless sensors to analytics.

UNIFY YOUR BUILDING SYSTEMS
You have a lot of buildings on campus, each with their own HVAC 

or lighting platform (or no platform at all). When looking to develop and 
drive an IoT strategy, the first step is to bring all those systems into a sin-
gle platform. No need to replace your systems, as the leading o� erings 
on the market can use what’s already there. Additionally, by using cloud-
based solutions, make these systems more accessible than ever before.

DRIVE THE OPERATIONAL USE OF DATA
The most innovative solution providers in the space not only 

connect your systems. They also share that data with other industry-
leading solutions. No one system can be all things to all people. That’s 
why collaboration and interoperability is so important.

DEMOCRATIZE YOUR DATA INTO THE CURRICULUM
Nothing helps students understand new concepts more than

real-world examples. For instance, use building data to teach math
students in-depth regression analysis on CO2 and occupancy.  Use the 
API to teach computer science students integration and app develop-
ment. Use energy metrics to teach economics students regional utility 
analysis and cost-avoidance measures. The possibilities are endless.

1

2

3

3 Ways IoT and Smart Building Automation 
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WPI Sports & Recreation Center is 
an environmentally friendly facility 
containing a 38-meter pool, a fitness 
center, a four-court gymnasium, an 
indoor running track, rowing tanks, 
racquetball and squash courts, dance 
studios, and offices and meeting 
spaces for the coaches and staff. 
The center is home to the wrestling 
team as well as the practice facility 
for men's and women's rowing and 
varsity team training.

Worcester Polytechnic Institute Sports & Recreation Center

This award-winning 
facility has been 
credited as being 
one of the greenest 
sports centers in  
the nation.

Sustainability is important to WPI 
which boasts several LEED certified 
facilities on campus. The school has a 
broad reaching sustainability planning 
process which includes students as 
well as faculty. Faculty members have 
incorporated sustainability into many 
student projects and focused on various 
aspects of sustainability around the 
world. In 2012 alone, some fifty-one 
energy-related projects were completed 
at the school.

Challenge: 
Incorporating innovative, state-of-the-art sustainable technologies to optimize comfort 
and indoor environmental quality while keeping long-term operating costs to a minimum.



A
T

H
L

E
T

IC
 F

A
C

IL
IT

IE
S

S
h

o
w

c
a

s
e

 o
f E

x
c

e
lle

n
c

e
 2

0
2

1
S

h
o

w
c

a
s

e
 o

f E
x

c
e

lle
n

c
e

 2
0

2
1



O
U

T
D

O
O

R
 F

U
R

N
IS

H
IN

G
S

S
h

o
w

c
a

s
e

 o
f 

E
x

c
e

ll
e

n
c

e
 2

0
2

1
S

h
o

w
c

a
s

e
 o

f 
E

x
c

e
ll

e
n

c
e

 2
0

2
1



L
A

B
O

R
A

T
O

R
Y

 F
U

M
E

 H
O

O
D

S
S

h
o

w
c

a
s

e
 o

f E
x

c
e

lle
n

c
e

 2
0

2
1

S
h

o
w

c
a

s
e

 o
f E

x
c

e
lle

n
c

e
 2

0
2

1

We have protection   
 down to a science. 

Our business is protecting people. Nothing 

matters more. That’s why we make a science out of the 

testing process. Take our Protector® XStream® Fume Hood. We challenged 

it to contain far below the industry standard of 60 fpm face velocity. And we’ll share 

the independent test results with you. How refreshing. labconco.com 

PROTECTING PEOPLE SINCE 1925
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Stratafl ex® is a thin, peel and stick sheet membrane is designed for use on interior or exterior fl oor surfaces 
that require waterproof protection for tile, stone, and other hard surface fl ooring installations. Stratafl ex may 
be installed over a variety of substrates including concrete and wood, and helps reduce installation time, 
since the fi nished fl ooring may be installed as soon as the membrane is applied. A unique feature of 
the Stratafl ex membrane is the 2” double stick lap joint that creates a water-tight seal, instead 
of the traditional butt-joint installation for other sheet membranes.

The versatile membrane functions as a moisture barrier, providing protection 
from Moisture Vapor Transmission (MVT) for up to 10#/1000 SQ FT/24 
HRS, when installed with NAC TAC primer and will also provide crack 
isolation protection for up to 3/8” of lateral substrate movement.  

The Stratafl ex membrane contains NO VOCs and is certifi ed Clean 
Air GOLD, conforming to the California Department of Public Health 
Standard Method v1.2 for private o�  ce, school classrooms and 
single-family residence.

waterproofing

Stratafl ex is the ultimate solution for applications that require waterproofi ng protection such as apartments, condominiums, hotels, restaurants, malls, 
high-rise o�  ce buildings, bathrooms, kitchens and any commercial or residential installations requiring waterproof protection. For more information 
about NAC Products and our fl oor protection systems for crack isolation, sound control and waterproofi ng, visit www.nacproducts.com.
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$80 Million Library is  
High Point University's Next Step

(HIGH POINT, N.C., Feb. 16, 2021) – As High Point 
University’s transformational growth plan continues, 
HPU announces construction plans for a new $80 
million library that will provide ample study space for 
students and house a new Admissions Center.

The facility is expected to be completed in 2024, 
which will be HPU’s 100th anniversary.

The four-story facility will provide 160,000 square 
feet of textbooks, digital databases, private study space, 
and an art gallery featuring historical artifacts and 
displays of HPU’s expanding collection of artwork 
provided through the generosity of donors. It will 
feature the Library of Congress Classification System 
and become the main library on campus, supplemented 
by several existing satellite libraries.

The Admissions Center will be housed in the facility 
to welcome the thousands of prospective students and 
their families who visit HPU throughout the year 
for campus visits, admissions events, and scholarship 
interviews.

This new facility is part of HPU’s next $1 billion, 
10-year growth plan that HPU President Nido Qubein 
announced in September 2019, which includes $300 
million in new construction and $700 million in schol-
arships focused on first generation students, diversity, 
academic excellence, and veterans. It will be housed 
beside Hayworth Park and supported by institutional 
surpluses.“HPU’s enrollment has grown tremendously 
since we began transforming our campus in 2005,” says 
HPU President Dr. Nido Qubein. “Even during the 
pandemic, we welcomed our largest total enrollment 
and largest graduate student enrollment in university 
history. Students and families are increasingly attracted 
to our stellar academic programs and commitment to 
student success. Our future remains bright, and we 
continue marching onward and upward with faithful 
courage.” A new Welcome Center at Panther Drive and 
additional development along this portion of campus is 
taking place in conjunction with the Nido and Mariana 
Qubein Arena and Conference Center and the adjoining 
Kahn Hotel. The development in this part of campus 
will provide a welcoming thoroughfare for visitors to the 
arena, conference center, hotel, and admissions center.

Hawai‘i Pacific University eyes record first-time student 
enrollment; positive pandemic management seen as one factor

 
(HONOLULU, HI) — High school seniors across the U.S. are setting their sights on 
college in Hawai‘i—specifically Hawai‘i Pacific University—at a record-setting pace, 
even as nationwide college enrollment is notably declining this year compared with 2020.

Hawai‘i Pacific today announced that its new-student commitments to attend this 
coming fall have jumped a whopping 71 percent over last year. This benchmark stands in 
sharp contrast to last week’s report from the National Student Clearinghouse indicating 
that enrollment on campuses across the country is down an average six percent this 
spring compared with last year.

HPU President John Gotanda credits the growth in Honolulu to factors like the 
strength of academic programs, a wide variety of hands-on learning opportunities, the 
ability to study among the cultural diversity and beauty of the Pacific crossroads, and 
also the way the state and the university have made it through the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Across the nation so many universities struggled with online classes, campus 
COVID-19 outbreaks, and compliance with protocols,” Gotanda noted.  “Hawai‘i 
Pacific University is about to cross the finish line of a year where we were able to offer 
in-person, hybrid, and online classes and activities on our successfully modified and 
socially distanced urban campus. Our infection rate remained among the lowest in the 
U.S. there were no spreader-events or clusters on campus all year, no cases of an infection 
occurring from a student to faculty member or among students in a classroom setting, 
and no cases among residential students since January,” he added.  

This year, Hawai‘i has been among the very safest states in the country, with low 
per-capita COVID rates. Hawai‘i Pacific University stayed open throughout this 
academic year, with only a few weeks of all-online instruction due to brief state and 
city mandates.

“Our students made it very clear last spring that they wanted this year to be in-person, 
so we prepared our midsize campus with all the right protocols and rigorous testing, 
tracing and quarantine programs,” Gotanda said.

Hawai‘i Pacific will continue to admit qualified students throughout this summer 
and—to prepare for its new-student boom—the university is expanding its dorm space 
by leasing several floors of a hotel on Waikiki Beach. Twenty-four hour university 
staffing, a meal plan, campus shuttle, and regular planned activities will all be added 
to the special housing experience.



For more than a century, Hope’s has handcrafted the world’s � nest steel and bronze windows and doors, and 

we continue to re� ne the art that makes them the most sought-after and longest lasting windows and doors 

available. Hope’s exclusive hot-rolled steel and solid bronze pro� les replicate the traditional aesthetic of historic 

buildings while providing modern performance and ef� ciency. Hope’s windows and doors are built to last a 

lifetime and beyond – sustaining their beauty and performance for generations. HopesWindows.com
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