
On Valentine’s Day, 2018, a former student 
managed to get into the school through an 
unlocked fence, brandishing a tote bag with 
an assault rifle inside. He made his way to 
the building where he began his ambush of 
innocent, unsuspecting students and teachers.

Seconds after my juniors, seniors, and I 
heard gunshots in the hallway, the gunman 
was shooting through a glass panel in my 
classroom door aiming at anything and every-
thing inside. The students and I crouched low 
to the ground, trying to protect ourselves and 

each other. We were totally unprepared. We 
never had an active shooter drill. We never 
had stop-the-bleed training. There was a 
shooter with a gun, and we had nothing to 
protect ourselves.

As we approach the solemn 5th anniversary 
of the Parkland MSDS shooting February 
14th, it is incumbent upon us to reflect on 
the past, assess the present, and diligently 
strive to fortify the safety of our academic 
sanctuaries. It is imperative that each of you 
embrace a multifaceted approach to campus 

security, drawing on a range of tools and 
strategies to create a resilient shield against 
potential threats.

In the quest for enhanced safety, I would 
urge all campuses to consider investing in 
advanced surveillance systems and artificial 
intelligence-driven threat detection. These 
technologies offer a proactive means of 
identifying and responding to potential 
risks, providing an invaluable layer of 
security. Establishing robust communi-
cation systems, such as mass notification 
platforms and real-time update apps, ensures 
that critical information reaches everyone, 
especially professors and staff, swiftly during 
emergencies. This offers time to prepare for 
the DHS response protocol of “Run. Hide. 
Fight,” and for leaders on campus to initiate 
safety procedures in a timely manner. 

Ballistic protection tools like Hardwire 
Emergency Response Shields (ERS) are 
tangible assets. Much like fire extin-
guishers are staples for any safety-conscious 
environment, these shields serve as mobile 
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tools, providing physical barriers against 
gunfire until help arrives, or as supportive 
tools if first responders do not have the proper 
equipment on hand to execute their response 
protocol. While policy change works its way 
through our legal system, there are tools like 
these available to protect where before there 
was nothing.  Having these shields available is 
part of a broader strategy to fortify our educa-
tional institutions and create a deterrent as 
assailants tend to zero in on soft targets. It 
cannot be stressed enough how important 
this tangible ballistic protection aspect is to 
a holistic active-shooter safety plan.

At a time when I had nothing, when 
my students had only a textbook to shield 
themselves, something that could stop bullets 
in real time could have been a gamechanger for 
the survival of my class. The ERS, paired with 
other tools like window film, locked doors, 
and key card entry in a layered defense, could 
help buy precious time. Window film is a 

wonderful tool that keeps glass from 
shattering when shot. This delays the entry of 
the intruder, creates more decision space, and 
offers time to inform emergency responders 
before an assailant can enter the building. 
Preventative security measures like window 
film and locks are great additions to a holistic 
approach in slowing the progress of an 
assailant, but when it comes down to the wire 
and victims are faced with an active shooter, a 
bulletproof shield is worth its weight in gold.

Fostering a culture of preparedness is 
equally crucial. Regular emergency response 
drills and simulations acclimate students 

and staff to effective procedures, reducing 
panic, and promoting a coordinated response 
in times of crisis. Inform your community 
of security updates and tools available for 
emergency situations. Collaborating with 
local law enforcement agencies to conduct 
a thorough threat assessment, share infor-
mation about potential risks, and plan 
joint emergency response drills further 
strengthens our defenses. When everyone is 
on the same page—staff, students, and law 
enforcement—there is a greater chance of 
fluidity in response protocol and ultimately 
survival. There is strength in numbers when 
everyone knows what to do, where to go, what 
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the vulnerabilities are, and how to utilize tools 
they have at their disposal.

Being vocal about your school’s security 
measures also acts as a deterrent for assailants. 
A hardened target is less appealing to those 

who wish to do harm. For example, the New 
York Police Department (NYPD) used to 
suffer frequent casualties from officers being 
assassinated in their vehicles. Once the NYPD 
started armoring their vehicles, the attacks 
stopped. Criminals would not even attempt 

to shoot the police vehicles because they knew 
it would be of no use. There was common 
knowledge that attacking officers within 
their vehicles was ineffective. This model 
of prevention can also be applied to higher 
education campuses: having visible protection 
like cameras, shields hung on walls around 
campus, signs, and surveillance monitors 
where people can see themselves entering a 
space creates an intimidation factor that can 
keep assailants at bay. 

In addition to physical security measures, 
prioritizing mental health and emotional 
well-being cannot be overstated. Providing 
access to counseling services, fostering a sense 
of community, and promoting mental health 
awareness contribute to a campus culture that 
values the well-being of every individual. 

As we remember the lives lost at Parkland 
MSDS, let us honor their memory through 
action. By embracing a holistic approach to 
campus security, integrating cutting-edge 
technologies, fostering preparedness, and 
prioritizing mental health, we can create an 
environment where education thrives without 
fear. It is time for each of us to actively 
contribute to the creation of a secure and 
nurturing space for learning.

In unity and commitment,
Ivy Schamis
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