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In recent years, the push for sustainability has become increasingly prevalent across various sectors, 

including construction. With concerns about climate change and environmental degradation mounting, 

adopting green construction practices has emerged as a crucial step towards a more sustainable future. 

College campuses, as centers of learning and innovation, have a unique opportunity to lead by example 

in this regard.  
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By embracing green 
construction principles, 
colleges can not only reduce 
their environmental footprint 
but also reap significant 

financial and public relations benefits. Here 
are a few of the major benefits to espousing 
a green-is-good philosophy. 
 

Environmental impact reduction. 
Green construction focuses on minimizing 
environmental impact throughout the build-
ing’s lifecycle. This includes using renewable 
energy sources, optimizing energy efficiency, 
and reducing water consumption. According 
to the U.S. Green Building Council 
(USGBC), green buildings consume 25 
percent less energy and 11 percent less 
water compared to conventional buildings. 
By implementing these practices on college 
campuses, institutions can significantly 
contribute to environmental conservation 
efforts. 

Cost savings. While there may be an 
initial investment required for incorporating 
green construction practices, the long-term 
cost savings are substantial. Energy-efficient 
buildings consume less electricity, leading to 
lower utility bills. Additionally, sustainable 
materials and designs often require less 
maintenance over time, further reducing 
operational costs. The American Institute 
of Architects (AIA) reports that green 
buildings typically have 20 percent lower 
maintenance costs compared to traditional 
buildings, resulting in significant financial 
savings for college campuses. 

Improved indoor air quality. Green 
construction prioritizes indoor air quality 
by using non-toxic building materials and 
implementing efficient ventilation systems. 
Poor indoor air quality can negatively 
impact occupants’ health and productivity. 
By ensuring a healthier indoor environment, 
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colleges can enhance the overall well-being of students, 
faculty, and staff. According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), green buildings have been 
shown to reduce respiratory ailments and improve 
cognitive function, leading to a more conducive 
learning environment. 

Enhanced student engagement. Colleges that 
embrace green construction initiatives often find 
that students are more engaged and environmentally 
conscious. Sustainable buildings serve as educational 
tools, allowing students to learn about eco-friendly 
practices firsthand. Moreover, involving students in 
sustainability initiatives fosters a sense of ownership 
and community involvement. According to a survey by 
the Princeton Review, 68 percent of college applicants 
consider a school’s commitment to sustainability when 
making enrollment decisions, highlighting the impor-
tance of green initiatives for attracting prospective 
students. 

How can your campus implement more green 
construction across the board? Begin with energy-ef-
ficient building design. Designing buildings 

B U I L D I N G  A  B E T T E R ,  G R E E N E R  F U T U R E  continued

continued on next page

SPRING SPECIAL EDITION 2024  15pupnmag.com



with features such as high-performance 
insulation, energy-efficient lighting, and 
passive solar design can significantly reduce 
energy consumption and carbon emissions. 
Integrating renewable energy through the 
installation of solar panels, wind turbines, 
and other renewable energy systems can help 
colleges generate clean energy onsite. By 
investing in renewable energy infrastructure, 
campuses can reduce reliance on fossil fuels 
and mitigate greenhouse gas emissions. 

Choosing sustainable building materials, 
such as recycled steel, bamboo, and reclaimed 
wood, minimizes environmental impact and 
promotes resource conservation. Colleges 
that prioritize locally sourced materials also 
reduce transportation emissions and support 
local economies. 

Meanwhile, water conservation measures 
such as implementing water-efficient fixtures, 
including low-flow toilets and faucets, can 
help colleges reduce water consumption and 
minimize strain on local water resources. 
Rainwater harvesting systems and greywater 
recycling can further enhance water conser-
vation efforts.

Financial and Public Relations 
Benefits of Building Green 
on College Campuses 

Better environmental stewardship may be 
your primary goal in embracing sustainabil-
ity-minded practices, but there are plenty of 
other benefits your campus will reap in the 
process. Including:  

Cost savings. Green construction practices 
can lead to substantial cost savings for college 
campuses over time. By reducing energy and 
water consumption, colleges can lower utility 
bills and operational expenses, freeing up 
resources for other priorities. 

Grants and incentives. Many government 
agencies and nonprofit organizations offer 
grants and incentives to support green building 
projects. By pursuing green construction 
initiatives, colleges may be eligible for financial 
assistance and tax incentives, further offsetting 
upfront costs. 

Alumni and donor engagement. Green 
construction projects can serve as oppor-
tunities for colleges to engage alumni and 

donors who are passionate about sustain-
ability. By highlighting their commitment 
to environmental stewardship, colleges can 
attract philanthropic support and strengthen 
relationships with key stakeholders. 

Positive public image. Colleges that prior-
itize sustainability and green construction 
often enjoy a public-image and reputation 
boost. Demonstrating a commitment to 
environmental responsibility can enhance 
brand perception, attract prospective students, 
and differentiate colleges from their peers. 
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Better environmental 
stewardship may be your 
primary goal in embracing 
sustainability-minded 
practices, but there are 
plenty of other benefits 
your campus will reap in the 
process.
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In short, embracing green construction principles offers 
numerous benefits for college campuses, ranging from 
environmental conservation to financial savings and 
enhanced public relations. By implementing energy-effi-
cient designs, integrating renewable energy systems, and 
prioritizing sustainable materials, colleges can lead by 
example in creating a more sustainable future. As centers 
of learning and innovation, college campuses play a pivotal 
role in shaping the next generation of leaders and driving 
positive change towards a more sustainable society. 
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