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also needed to learn about digitization and
how to provide access. Mahoney says she
helped with the documents, preservation,
and access, while Clark-Wiltz brought in a
professor of education to consult on the lesson
plans and ensure they were meeting the stated
learning objectives.

Clark-Wiltz also knew that the Indiana
Historical Society housed a project called
“Destination Indiana”—a series of online
digital journeys. When the researchers learned
that there was only one journey for Johnson
County, Clark-Wiltz asked, “Why don’t we
make it our goal to double that collection?”
To voice the online lesson, Clark-Wiltz asked
journalism professor Joel Cramer to identify
a journalism student who could benefit from
the opportunity to do this narration. Mahoney
marvels at the way this project kept expanding
into multiple disciplines through Clark-Wiltzs

vision and connections.

In 2022, the CIC invited Franklin to
expand the Branigin project. Clark-Wiltz
and Mahoney decided that this grant would
provide the opportunity to delve into primary
sources that had not yet been catalogued. The
project grew into the new digital collection,
Lasting Legacies: Franklin College “Spirit
of Community,” which “houses primary
sources celebrating Franklin College legacies,”
according to the digital collections” website.
The students involved in this project were
able to work with professional, high-tech
equipment at the Indiana Historical Society,
and they recently shared their research at
the National Conference on Undergraduate
Research (NCUR). Katz says that what
they were able to achieve with the grants is
“impressive,” and the outcomes—such as the
presentations at NCUR—are “tangible and
ongoing.”

Clark-Wiltz augmented this work with a
Community-Engaged Alliance grant through
which students completed oral histories that
were used in the collection. Mahoney points
out that Clark-Wiltz has a unique way of
“seeing possibilities and bringing resources
into alignment.” Franklin’s Center for Tech
Innovation added a recording lab, and Clark-
Wiltz saw the opportunity to have her students
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learn how to use this resource to gain another
skill for working in digital humanities. Clark-

transcription technology. In these ways, Clark-
Wiltz says, they are learning logistics along

Wiltz explains that the students also had with the academic ideas.
to think through the size of the files they

collected, considering library storage capacity. As Mahoney explains, this project has been
Additionally, they learned how to use current  a springboard for other initiatives on campus.
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For example, Robert Wise—director of "The
Sound of Music" and "West Side Story"—is
one of the featured legacies. The people who
presented at NCUR took a picture of his star
on the Walk of Fame to add to his collection.
Mahoney reports that the library has done
another project extending this work, and the
art department created a mural inspired by the
collection. There’s now an idea that augmented
reality could be added to the mural—possibly
snippets from the corresponding oral histories.
“You never know what will emerge when you
make connections across campus,” Mahoney
says. “One project can lead in many directions.”

For her part, Clark-Wiltz feels lucky
that Franklin College provides a space that
encourages and expects engaged learning,
allows for innovation, and encourages
risk-taking. She also appreciates that the college
will find resources to provide meaningful
learning opportunities for students, such as
the NCUR trip. She is glad to participate in
such significant work, and she says she gets as
much out of it as the students do.

As Hurtado points out, there is a lot of
value in investing money in the kinds of
high-impact learning activities that Clark-
Wilez realizes with her students. For students
of limited means, such investments can “help
widen opportunities for professional devel-
opment.” Clark-Wiltz, Hurtado says, “creates
serious opportunities,” and her approaches
“have students engaged and passionate about
history.”
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