

















FEATURE: REEXAMINING RESTROOMS continued

This handwashing design also improves water
containment inside the washbasin—helping
alleviate a common pet peeve—as the hand
dryer is engineered to work with the basin to
keep water in the bowl. This design feature
prevents water from dripping from hands
onto the user, walls and floors to eliminate

slips, trips and falls and extra floor mopping.

Top Fill Multi-feed Soap Systems
Cut Maintenance Headaches

In busy campus settings, staying on top of
soap refills can be an extremely time-intensive
and laborious task for maintenance staff. An
efficient top fill multi-feed soap system can
significantly cut down on checking soap
levels and refilling dispensers. Available with
all-in-one handwashing models, this new
soap system incorporates a large capacity
1.3-gallon (5.0 L) tank that can supply up
to three units, allowing staff to efficiently
refill multiple soaps through a single top
fill hub. Staff can service the top fill soap
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above the sink, eliminating the need to kneel
down to remove access panels and maneuver
themselves under the sink where there is no
light, low visibility and tough accessibility.

In addition to the top fill feature, a smart
sense system with LED indicator shows when
soap/battery levels are low and provides
audible and visual indicators to prevent
overfilling.

Versatile Surface Materials
to Resist Germs

For sinks, using smooth and nonporous
materials with seamless construction like solid
surface and natural quartz look beautiful, help
prevent bacteria and mold accumulation, and
are highly durable and difficult to vandalize.
They can be easily cleaned, disinfected,
repaired, reused and have a longer lifecycle.
There are no seams, so there are no unsightly
gaps or grout lines to detract from the
handwashing space or accumulate dirt. These
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sustainable materials are also cast-formed so
they may be specified in many attractive
shapes and forms.

Another benefit of cast-formed basins is that
they can accommodate multiple users at one
time—a big plus for campus restrooms that
service a high volume of users during peak
times. Some multi-user handwashing models
have the look and feel of individual sinks,
while others have increased space between
the handwashing areas to address the feeling
of overcrowding. Other single-station units
combine a taller sink with a lower sink,
creating a visually appealing wave design that
also complies with ADA requirements.

The Rise of Gender-Neutral
Restrooms and Enhancing Privacy

In the past several years, a growing number
of colleges and universities have added
gender-inclusive restrooms on campus, and
many have them in the works. While the most

continued...
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durable and difficult to

vandalize.

FIRST-CLASS
SELECTION
OF MAILERS

ORDER BY 6 PM FOR SAME DAY SHIPPING 1-800-295-55710 uline.com

pupnmag.com OCTOBER 2024 31



FEATURE: REEXAMINING RESTROOMS continued
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efficient way to create unisex restrooms is to
convert existing single-occupancy restrooms, a
number of institutions are now opting to build
multi-stall gender-neutral restrooms.

Either way, for these gender-inclusive
restrooms to serve their purpose, it’s important
they are easily accessible from all areas of the
campus. Also note that many state and local
building codes determine the number of
men’s and women’s plumbing fixtures a given
building needs without regard to gender-in-
clusive spaces. Therefore, converting a men’s
or women’s restroom into a unisex one may
take a building out of compliance. Keeping an
updated inventory of all restrooms on campus
can help avoid renovating restrooms that are
required to meet the applicable standards.

To accommodate gender neutrality— and
consumer preference— today’s restrooms
are being designed to maximize privacy. For
example, restroom partition stalls have been
modernized to feature more privacy, enclosed
doors and space, flush finishes, durable
construction and advanced features to improve
privacy and the overall washroom experience.

Some newer partition models feature

occupancy indicators featuring a LED light
band built into the cubicle system. When the
cubicle door locks, the light band turns from
green to red. Every user can easily see which
stalls are available and which are occupied,
enhancing privacy and foot traffic.

There are a variety of attractive, durable
and easy-to-clean materials being offered
for partitions today such as phenolic,
enameled tempered glass, recycled plastic and
stainless steel.

With privacy being a hot button in
restrooms, it’s important to ensure that stall
doors are properly maintained and balanced
so they close securely and provide a sufficient
level of privacy. Check the latching of the doors
regularly to ensure they are working properly
so there are no clanking, unlatched doors or
annoying “surprise” entries during use.
Phenolic lockers that withstand moisture and
heavy use

Phenolic locker models are perfect for
providing a clean and modern look in university
settings—even in moisture-prone aquatic and
recreational buildings on campus. Water- and
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moisture-resistance helps prevent the growth
of mold and mildew, ensuring a hygienic and
low-maintenance solution in locker rooms.
Having a smooth nonporous finish, they are
easy to clean, durable, and long lasting for busy,
high-traffic locations.

When specified with phenolic restroom parti-
tions in matching or coordinating colors, it’s
easy to create a cohesive and consistent look
between the locker room and the rest of the
washroom.

For today’s colleges and universities, mainte-
nance and cleanliness are clearly driving
restroom design. Fortunately, there are a
number of strategies and product models that
will help these public spaces reflect positively
on all stakeholders who use them.

LEED AP, is a senior marketing manager for

Bradley Company, the 100-year-old global
manufacturer of commercial plumbing fixtures,
washroom accessories, emergency safety fixtures
and electric tankless water heaters, now a division
of Watts Water Technologies.
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