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Adopting Comprehensive
Security Systems

When we envision schools, we imagine

places where students are safe, engaged,
and able to focus on learning. However, the
changing landscape of our world has made it
harder for students to focus on what’s most
important. This guide will walk you through
how schools can enhance their security using
modern security technology, safety measures,
and funding opportunities like school safety
grants.What Are School Security Systems?
A comprehensive school security solution is
designed to protect students, staff, and school
property. These systems typically include
a combination of surveillance technology,
access control, alarms, and emergency commu-
nication solutions. The goal is to prevent
intrusion, deter threats, and quickly respond
to incidents when they occur.
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Why Is Security Important in Schools?
The uncertainty about student safety
throughout the day adds stress to both
educators and families. A school where anyone
can enter without identification, surveillance is
minimal, and there’s no instant, clear commu-
nication between staff during school hours or
emergencies. School security systems must
balance the need for openness and accessibility
with the imperative to protect its people.

Current School Security Measures

Many schools have adopted basic security
measures like controlled access points,
visitor sign-ins, and video surveillance, but
these systems often fall short against today’s
evolving safety threats. Relying on incom-
plete solutions can leave schools vulnerable
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to intruders, violence, and emergencies.
Situations where gaps in surveillance leave
blind spots, or communication systems fail
during an emergency, put students and staff
at risk. Classroom doors may not lock quickly
enough during a lockdown, or radios might
not reach every part of the campus. These
shortcomings can undermine even the best-in-
tentioned security efforts.

How Can Schools Improve

Safety and Security?

Improving school security systems means

choosing reputable brands that integrate well

with all layers of security measures and having

proactive safety protocols in place. A school’s

security system should be a combination of

technology, process, and trained personnel.
continued...
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Water professionals know that swimmers demand clear and clean water.
That's why we continue to work hard to make your job easier. Make chlorination

easy with the ACF Series Calcium Hypochlorite Feeders.

Clarify with Vantage Poly-A Clarifying Tablets. This unigue and powerful tablet
water clarifier is not just to clear up cloudy water after a long weekend. As a
maintenance product, it works with your filtration system to remove organic and

inorganic compounds to prevent dull and cloudy water.
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FEATURE: SECURITY SYSTEMS continued

Adopting modern and comprehensive security
systems ensures that your school’s security
infrastructure is adaptable to future advance-
ments. Here are key areas where schools can
make improvements:

Implement a Campus Security Plan
A comprehensive campus security plan is
crucial to handling any crisis, from fire drills
to active shooter incidents. This plan should
outline detailed procedures for:
¢ Lockdowns and evacuations
*  Emergency communication with first
responders
*  Coordination among staff members using
communication or radio systems
For instance, in the event of an intruder, a
well-structured campus security plan ensures
all entry points are immediately secured,
communication lines are open, and authorities
are contacted without delay.

Adopt a Unified Security Ecosystem
When schools consider improving safety and
security, investing in systems that adhere

to open platforms and industry standards
can maximize security capabilities and
ensure long-term scalability. Open-platform
systems allow schools to integrate various
security components seamlessly, which means
fewer compatibility issues and more robust
protection.

Take Aiphone intercoms as an example. Our
intercoms not only enable direct, clear commu-
nication between staff and security personnel,
improving internal communication and
response times during emergencies, but also
integrate well into a broader security network.
Schools create a complete safety ecosystem that
connects multiple security components—Ilike
access control systems, video surveillance, and
emergency notifications—creating an all-en-
compassing safety net that protects students
and staff.

Here’s a brief overview of how we integrate
with leading security technology partners and
the core technologies schools should consider
implementing;

e Surveillance Cameras: Schools can

utilize high-quality cameras from

CEILING QGUARD® . .
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WATER ALERT
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WWW.WATERALERT.COM
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brands like i-Pro to monitor key areas
such as entrances, hallways, and campus
grounds.

*  Video Management System (VMS):
Platforms like Genetec and Milestone
provide centralized control over video
surveillance, allowing school adminis-
trators to monitor surveillance footage in
real time, and store recordings securely.
This allows for post-incident reviews
and serves as a powerful deterrent
against vandalism and violence.

*  Access Control Systems: Many modern
access control systems allow schools to
customize settings, manage permis-
sions, and set up alerts for suspicious
activity. This flexibility is essential for
large campuses with multiple buildings.

*  Credentials: Providing staff, students,
and visitors with identification cards
or badges ensures that only permitted
individuals can access the building.

*  Visitor Management Systems: Solutions
like Raptor and Gabriel ensure that
all visitors are logged and screened,
reducing the chance of unautho-
rized access.

*  Door Control & Locks: Automated
door control systems ensure that access
points can be locked or unlocked
remotely, providing an additional
layer of protection. Installing modern,
tamper-resistant locks on all entry
points is a simple yet effective way to
enhance security.

*  Security Alarm Systems: Integrated
alarm systems alert staff to potential
security breaches, such as intrusion or
forced doors.

*  Emergency Towers, Wall Boxes, & Panic
Buttons: Emergency systems, including
panic buttons and emergency towers,
provide staff and students with an
immediate way to call for help. Placing
these systems in strategic locations
throughout the campus ensures that
help is never far away.

By adopting these technologies, schools
can create a safer, more secure environment
that is well-equipped to handle any potential
threat. Each of these systems plays a critical
role in forming a comprehensive security
infrastructure—and when combined, they
offer schools the tools they need to ensure the

safety of students and staff alike.
continued...



OUSD used a proactive approach to strengthen their
security infrastructure and create a safer learning
environment for students and staff through meticulous
planning, collaboration with industry experts, and

a steadfast commitment to excellence.

Read our full case study




FEATURE: SECURITY SYSTEMS continued

Leveraging School Safety Grants

One major obstacle to upgrading school security
systems is budget constraints. However, schools
can take advantage of school safety grants to
fund necessary improvements. These grants,
provided by government agencies, non-profit
organizations, and private entities, offer
financial support to enhance existing safety
measures or implement new technologies.
Additionally, these grants often come with
guidelines and best practices, helping schools
develop more effective security strategies.

To find the most relevant grant for your
school, visit SchoolSafety.gov’s Grant Finder
Tool. Some of the most widely available grants
include:

L. Homeland Security Grant Program:
Provided by the Department of Homeland
Security, this grant provides the resources
required for implementation of the National
Preparedness System.

2. Project School Emergency Response
to Violence (SERV): Provided by the
Department of Education, these funds are

allocated to schools dealing with trauma
caused by violent incidents.

3. COPS Office School Violence
Prevention Program (SVPP): Provided by
Department of Justice, this program provides
funding for physical security upgrades,
including surveillance cameras and
access control systems.

What School Security Grants Cover
School security grants typically offer broad
coverage, allowing institutions to address
various aspects of their safety and security
needs. According to SchoolSafety.gov, some
of the topics includes:

. Bullying and Cyberbullying

. Child Exploitation

. Cybersecurity

. Emergency Planning

. Infectious Diseases and Public Health
. Mental Health

. School Climate

. Targeted Violence
. Threat Assessment and Reporting

In short, improving school security is not just
about installing cameras or controlling access;
it's about creating a comprehensive strategy
that includes modern technology, well-trained
personnel, and effective protocols. Schools must
prioritize these improvements to protect their
students, staff, and visitors from the evolving
safety challenges they face. Whether you're
upgrading your video surveillance, enhancing
access control, or applying for school safety
grants, each step towards a more secure school
is an investment in the future safety of our
children.

If you're ready to improve your school’s
security, contact us today to learn more about
how our industry-leading solutions can help
safeguard your campus.
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