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HAVE A SEAT

Strategic Planning for
New Seating in Athletic Facilities

BY INTERKAL

Athletic facilities are often among the most visible and heavily
used spaces on a private college campus. From football
stadiums and basketball arenas to soccer fields and baseball
complexes, these venues bring together students, alumni,
families, and the surrounding community. As campuses grow
and athletic programs expand, institutions frequently face a
familiar challenge: upgrading or expanding spectator seating
while maintaining sustainability goals and the overall aesthetic

of the campus environment.

continued...
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In today’s era of green construction
and environmentally responsible campus
planning, seating upgrades are about more
than increasing capacity. Facilities leaders
must also consider the sustainability of
materials, lifecycle durability, accessibility,
fan comfort, and the long-term operational
impact of their seating investments. With
thoughtful planning, new seating instal-
lations can support campus sustainability
initiatives while enhancing the game-day

experience for generations of fans.

Understanding the Need

for Seating Upgrades

Many private colleges built their primary
athletic venues decades ago when spectator
expectations and facility standards were

very different. Wooden bleachers or
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early-generation aluminum seating may
have served their purpose at the time but can
fall short of modern expectations for safety,
accessibility, and comfort.

At the same time, growing athletic
programs and stronger alumni engagement
can increase demand for spectator seating.
Facilities leaders may find that attendance
at games, tournaments, and campus events
is outpacing the capacity or functionality of
existing venues.

Upgrading seating allows institutions to
address several goals simultaneously:
*  Improve spectator comfort and safety
*  Increase capacity for major events
* Enhance accessibility and ADA
compliance
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*  Incorporate sustainable materials and
construction methods

*  Align athletic facilities with campus
branding and aesthetics

The key is to approach seating upgrades as
part of a broader campus planning strategy
rather than a simple equipment replacement.

Sustainability in Seating Design
Sustainability plays a growing role in the
design of athletic facilities. While seating
itself may seem like a small component
of a stadium or arena, the materials and
construction methods used can have a
significant environmental impact.

Many manufacturers now offer seating
products made from recycled aluminum,
recycled plastics, or responsibly sourced
materials. These products reduce the environ-
mental footprint of new construction while
offering exceptional durability in outdoor
environments.

Aluminum grandstand systems, for
example, are widely used in collegiate
stadiums because aluminum is both light-
weight and highly recyclable. In many
cases, the material can be recycled indefi-
nitely without losing strength or structural
integrity. This makes aluminum an attractive
choice for institutions focused on lifecycle
sustainability.

Durability is another important sustain-
ability factor. Seating systems designed to last
decades with minimal maintenance reduce
the need for frequent replacements, lowering
both cost and environmental impact.

Planning for Capacity and Flexibility

When planning seating upgrades, facilities
leaders must carefully evaluate both current
and future capacity needs. Overbuilding can
lead to unused infrastructure, while under-
building may require costly expansions later.

A comprehensive assessment should
consider:
*  Average game attendance
*  Potential growth in athletic programs
* Tournament or championship
hosting opportunities

e Multi-purpose event use such as
concerts or ceremonies

Flexible seating systems can help insti-
tutions adapt to changing needs. Modular
grandstand systems allow sections to be
expanded or reconfigured over time without
major structural changes.

A strong example of flexible seating design
can be seen at Villanova University, where
stadium upgrades have incorporated modern
seating while maintaining the intimate
fan environment that defines the school’s
athletic culture.

Planning for flexibility ensures that
seating investments continue to serve the
institution as athletic programs grow.

Comfort and the Modern

Fan Experience

Today’s spectators expect more than a
simple bench seat. Comfort, visibility, and
amenities all influence how fans experience
athletic events.

Modern seating design often incorporates
features such as:

¢ Individual seat backs or
chair-back seating

e  Wider seating rows for
improved comfort

* Improved sightlines throughout
the venue

e Accessible seating areas integrated
into the overall design

Premium seating areas are also becoming
more common at private colleges. These
spaces may include club seating, shaded
areas, or hospitality sections that support
donor engagement and alumni events.

For example, Wake Forest University
has invested in premium seating upgrades
at several athletic venues to enhance the
game-day experience while supporting
athletic program fundraising.

Balancing premium seating with tradi-
tional student sections ensures that facilities
remain Welcoming to the entire campus

community. continued

CAMPUS PARKING continued
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Accessibility and Inclusive Design

Accessibility is a critical component of
modern seating design. The Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) requires athletic
venues to provide accessible seating areas with

appropriate sightlines and companion seating.
pprop g p g

However, accessibility should go beyond
minimum compliance. Inclusive design
ensures that all fans can enjoy events
comfortably and safely.

Best practices include:

* Accessible seating integrated
throughout the venue rather than
isolated sections

*  Barrier-free pathways and ramps

e Accessible concessions and restroom
facilities

*  Clear wayfinding and signage

Designing with inclusivity in mind
reinforces an institution’s commitment to
serving all members of its community.

Blending Seating with
Campus Architecture
Athletic facilities often sit near academic
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buildings, residence halls, or historic campus
landmarks. For this reason, seating structures
should align with the broader architectural
character of the campus.

Architectural finishes, color schemes, and
structural design can help seating systems
blend seamlessly with surrounding buildings.

At the University of Notre Dame, stadium
expansions have been carefully designed to
complement the university’s historic archi-
tectural style. The integration of stone facades
and traditional design elements ensures that
modern seating additions feel consistent with
the surrounding campus environment.

Even smaller institutions can apply similar
principles by incorporating school colors,
branded seating panels, or architectural
accents that reflect campus identity.

Environmental Considerations
in Outdoor Stadiums

Outdoor athletic venues present additional
environmental considerations. Seating
materials must withstand exposure to sun,
rain, temperature changes, and heavy use.

Sustainable seating systems often
incorporate protective finishes and corro-
sion-resistant materials that extend lifespan
while minimizing maintenance.

Shading strategies can also contribute to
sustainability. Canopies, shade structures, or
strategically placed landscaping can reduce
heat buildup in seating areas while improving
spectator comfort.

Some institutions are even integrating solar
panels into stadium shade structures, gener-
ating renewable energy while providing cover
for spectators.

Maintenance and Lifecycle Planning

A seating installation represents a long-term
investment for any athletic facility. Facilities
teams should evaluate maintenance require-
ments and lifecycle costs during the planning
process.

Key considerations include:

. Resistance to corrosion and weather
exposure

. Ease of cleaning and repair

. Availability of replacement parts

. Structural  durability  over

decades of use

pupnmag.com



ph: 269.349.1521 | fax: 269.349.6530
email: sales@interkal.com
interkal.com

INSTALLATION

From annual inspections, parts and service
to repairs and renovations, KSSG is your
factory certified expert. With Interkal
and KSSG working in tandem as your

seating partners for the lifecycle of your
‘installation, you're guaranteed that every
seat will continue to be the best seat in
‘the house for decades of playoffs and
championship

. ATING SERVICE GRC
--mplrﬁﬁﬂMﬂr.i 522
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Every seat matters. Whether you're courtside or sitting
in the “nosebleed” section, every spectator gets the same
experience. This attention to detail is why, when Interkal

is finished creating your spectator seating, we hand the

service and maintenance to sister company, KS5G.

« PARTS & SERVICE
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BUILDING THE FUTURE WHILE PRESERVING THE PAST continued

Selecting high-quality seating systems may
involve higher upfront costs but often results
in lower maintenance expenses and longer
service life.

Lifecycle planning also supports sustain-
ability by reducing the need for frequent
replacements and minimizing material waste.

Case Study: Sustainable

Stadium Improvements

An example of thoughtful seating upgrades
can be seen at Davidson College. The college
has invested in athletic facility improvements
that emphasize sustainability and campus
integration.

Seating upgrades were designed to maintain
the intimate atmosphere of the stadium
while improving fan comfort and accessi-
bility. Durable materials and energy-efficient
lighting systems were incorporated into the
project to support the college’s environ-
mental goals.

By combining modern infrastructure with
thoughtful design, the college enhanced the
fan experience without compromising the
character of the campus.

Looking Ahead: The Future

of Athletic Seating

Athletic facilities will continue to evolve as
institutions respond to changing spectator
expectations and sustainability priorities.
Advances in materials, modular design,
and integrated technology are creating new
opportunities for flexible and environmentally
responsible seating solutions.

Smart seating systems may eventually
incorporate digital ticketing integration,
mobile charging stations, and enhanced acces-
sibility features.

At the same time, sustainability will remain
a guiding principle in campus construction.
Facilities leaders will continue to seek seating
systems that balance durability, environ-
mental responsibility, and long-term value.

A Strategic Opportunity for

Campus Facilities Leaders

For facilities managers and campus planners,
seating upgrades offer more than a chance to

expand capacity. They provide an opportunity
to enhance the fan experience, strengthen
institutional branding, and demonstrate a
commitment to sustainability.

By selecting durable materials, designing for
flexibility, and integrating seating systems into
the broader campus landscape, institutions
can create athletic venues that support both
environmental stewardship and community
engagement.

In the end, well-designed seating does
more than accommodate spectators—it
creates spaces where students, alumni, and
fans come together to celebrate the traditions
and spirit that define collegiate athletics. With
thoughtful planning, those spaces can remain
vibrant, comfortable, and sustainable for
decades to come.

.. ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Interkal is a global
! "‘. leader in spectator seating, delivering
innovative, durable, and custom solutions for
schools, arenas, and venues since 1938.seating for

schools, arenas, and venues.
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ONE SOURCE FOR ALL
YOUR FLOORING NEEDS

Rubber & Vinyl Stair Treads Rubber Stair Treads
for Interior Applications for Exterior Applications

For more information visit our website at www.mussonrubber.com
or email us at info@mussonrubber.com

BO. Box 7038 * Akron, Ohio 443046
800-321-2381 * Fax 330-773-3254

MUSSON RUBBER CO. info@mussonrubber.com

www.mussonrubber.com
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HOW CAMPUS RECREATION WILL POWER THE FUTURE OF SUSTAINABILITY

While sustainability has been a priority
across higher educarion for years, there is a
growing recognition thar climarte leadership
requires more than intent. It requires focused,
infrastructure,

metric-driven strategies,

accountability, and measurable impact,

As institutions assess and |'.-rir1rir'|'.rr potential
: ;
investments thar will accelerare progress, one
answer is emerging in an ||||L':~p|_':.lrd PI-.I.LL':

campus recreation.

Why Campus Recreation
Rises to the Top

('.,:mpu:. FECTEAtion Ceniers are among

the most energy-intensive fFacilities on any
u ni'.';,:r.-\'illv campus, Extended n]’:u;,‘r.ﬂing
hours, dense equipment loads, and high
daily urilization make them significant
\:ﬂr'lrl'il'lllfﬂl"- o |"'|'I-'C|'L'II| L"l]l‘r"r’:}' CL‘”]S[H“I"‘F.‘.“".
At the same time, these facilities are highly
visible, deeply embedded in studene life, and
uniquely positioned 10 influence behavior and

engagement.

Brown University's Climate
Action Plan 2040

In 2019, Brown University introduced its
Susrainability Straregic Plan wirh an ambirious
mandare: reduce greenhouse gas emissions
by 75 percent by 2025 and achieve ner-zero
emissions by 2040. Racher than pursue a broad
array of initiatives with incremental impact,
Brown's leadership assessed where rargered
investments could deliver r.|}1id. substantial,

and quantihable resules.

Campus recreation emerged as one of those
opportunities, And the idea was ;"“'““'”."' born

out ol lIiI:' I_'].hhrl:'H.ZIJT].

From Classroom Insight to
Campus-Wide Impact

For the final project of a Climare Solutions
course, student Elina Pipa focused her research
on how to achieve Brown's climate targets.

“l gor the image of a hamster running on

a wheel, and then thar producing elecrriciry,”

Pipa said. “And T was like, whoa. Does tha

rechnology exist for humans?”

It does. The research project revealed that
installing SportsArr’s energy-generating firness
equipment in the campus recreation cenrer
could reduce the I..11.'i|i|l'!."l"- total emissions h}'
.'Il,'.l'l'll'l.'ﬁ.il'l'l .'Ifi.‘l:l.' EwW i I'Ii.'IL'I:'I'I‘I " -”'I.“‘ﬁ an il'l'l I'I‘..h"'
LH"I'I]."LII-;[' |‘|L' i |IL' !\”Idl' ]"L:IT'IL'}.‘- i |I\|d"|..'(.|. onit |lL'

|:rl.|'||-.li1|g's- roof,

Pipa presented her business proposal 1o
Athletics l?t'p:irln:cnl |¢:.u.{1.'r.lihi]1-. securing a
pilot of 17 energy-generating treacimills, L'”i.|1-
ticals, rowers, steppers, and cycles installed in
The Nelson Fitness Center.

After positive feedback from users, the
I'!l.'”iL'Ll lJL'L:!rnr.' }h'rl'll:"'lL'l'lt. L1i]1.'n:.[ir]|; L‘r'l::Tl_{:.'
back into the building. For students, the
project demonstrated how academic research
can translate into operational change. For the
institution, it reinforced the evolving role of

gosportsart.com 800-709-1400 info@gosportsart.com



recreation facilities as platforms for sustain-
ability leadership.

“This initiative advances the goals set forth
in our Climate Action Plan 2040 by combining
innovative technology, student engagement,
and measurable impact,” said Amy Dean,
Associate Director of Athletics, Recreation at
Brown. “Ir’s an example af how athletics and
recreation can embed hl]}-i:li]l;ll]ili.l':r" into the

fabric of campus life.”

The Installation: Aligning
Fitness with Climate Goals

The recent SportsArt instal lation at the
Melson Fitness Center includes:

¢ Five ECO-POWR"™ cycles

¢ Two ECO-POWR" steppers

»  Six ECO-NATURAL™ treadmills

L One SENZA™ recambent c‘yclt

Ll Three SENZA™ uprigi‘ll l.'}'l.‘l.{.‘ei

Rather than consuming elecrricity from the
grid, those units with SportsArt’s innovative
ECO-POWR™ technology, capture the

£ :
human energy produced during exercise and
g &

convert it into clean energy thar is fed back inw

ADVERTISEMENT

Sports.

the facility’s elecrrical systeniv This installation
alone has the porential to generate approxi-
matcly 3,136 kilowatt-hours of energy

an I'I'I.EII !:l". turn mg ﬁl i [} ]'!.1 rt I'Cli'.l.l! 100 1nfo A

FTCasLL F.'II]IL' ENVITonmen la| ouloome.

SportsArt equipment is engineered for
high-trafhe environments, offering smooth
biomechanics, and
long-lasting durabiliry, These revolutionary
cardio machines demonstrare that environ-

intuirive _controls,

mental responsibility and commercial-grade

performance are not mutually exclusive.

We're pron 1l torsee Brown Unive r.t.i:_\'ilm:gr:l [
ECO-POWER™ ECO-NATURAL™
equipment into its sustainabilicy initiatives,”
said Ruben Mejia, Executive Vice President
of SportsArt Americas, "By making green
fitness a core part of campus recreation,
Brown is showing how climare solutions can
be embedded into everyday acriviry.”

and

A New Role for Campus Recreation

For Brown Winiversicy, the Nelson Finess
Center project reHects.a broader institutional
commitment to innovation, collaboration, and

Art

climate leadership. For students, it creates a
rangible connection berween personal wellness
and global impacr.

“This praject highlighes the intersection
of research, student initiative, and insticu-
rional acrion,” said Dean. “It’s exciting 1o see
classroom ideas rranstated into lasting impact
tar both the university and the environment.”

More hmadlv. the-installation M'Hn:lls a
shift in how the indusery dehines perfor-
mance. In furure-ready recreation centers,
success is no longer measured solely by urili-
rarion or tll,l]'.ll:'ri]i.l:.', B h}r how :.:H;s,'n;,':iw:hr a
facility suppores sustainability goals, engages
its community, and contributes to long-term

resilience.
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T5=15 Model Chair

“Creating comfortable spaces that
everyone can enjoy” has been the
philosophy that has guided our
activity since our founding in 1914,
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