
Throughout these pages, you’ll discover featured 
companies, product spotlights, and real-world success 
stories that demonstrate how these organizations are 
helping create exceptional experiences for the people 
they serve. Like many of you, we understand the 
challenge of fitting every important story into a limited 
amount of space. While we were unable to include 
every outstanding organization contributing great 
work in this field, we are excited to share the examples 
featured in this edition.

We hope this collection offers valuable insight, fresh 
ideas, and inspiration as you continue building 
environments, experiences, and opportunities that 
positively impact those you serve every day.

Showcase of
Excellence 2026
Each year, we look forward to 
highlighting organizations that 
are making a meaningful impact 
through innovative products, ser-
vices, and solutions tailored to 
their industries. In response to 
strong interest from our readers, 
we are proud to present this an-
nual “Showcase of Excellence,” 
featuring trusted partners and 
standout providers dedicated to 
serving their communities with 
quality and innovation.
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HEALTHY. CLEANABLE. DURABLE.

Flotex rede� nes durability and is engineered to outperform traditional tufted and woven carpets. While it provides the 
same warm, comfortable, slip-resistant and acoustic bene� ts of carpet, Flotex features a unique high-density � ocked 
construction making it the only carpet that is durable, cleanable, and healthy!

Top 10 reasons Universities are � ocking to Flotex!
1.    Durable - 46,000 upright nylon 6,6 � bers per square inch resists crushing and matting and will not unravel, wrinkle,  

or show wear patterns. Can be restored to like-new condition at any point during its 30-year service life.
2.    Easy to clean - Dense, upright � bers make it easier to clean (no loops or twists to trap dirt). 
3.    Soil & stain resistant - Most spills can be removed easily, including permanent marker.
4.    Healthy - Dirt & allergens are easily removed with vacuuming. Flotex is the only textile � ooring awarded the British 

Allergy Foundation’s Seal of Approval. Does not contain harmful VOC’s. 
5.    100% waterproof – Each upright � ber is sealed into the backing, making it topically impervious to dirt, soil, and liquids.
6.    Eliminate odors – Moisture cannot penetrate and fester in the backing, preventing bacteria growth and eliminating odors. 
7.    Improved air quality - Dirt & allergens are easily removed by vacuuming. Flotex is the only textile � ooring material 

awarded the British Allergy Foundation’s Seal of Approval. Doesn’t contain harmful VOC’s.
8.    Warm, comfortable, and quiet - Sound Absorption (up to 20dB) and Impact Sound transmission (� ooring/ceiling)   

of IIC 70 for tile and IIC 68 for sheet.
9.    Slip resistant (wet & dry) - Provides safety and minimizes liability from slips and falls.
10. Unmatched design – Create custom, high-de� nition patterns and designs including mascots and logos with fast, 
 US-based production. Any pattern, any quantity, delivered in 2-4 weeks!

Healthy, Cleanable, Durable - and only Flotex THE High Performance Carpet can deliver! 
Learn more at www.forbo� ooringna.com/� otexhightech

University of Illinois dining room

THE 
high performance 

carpet
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Hope’s steel windows and doors are found in schools and 
universities throughout the US. Their versatility, strength, and 
longevity make them the preferred choice for public, high-traffic 
spaces, offering lasting value over standard alternatives.

VERSATILITY
Steel windows enhance both 
historic charm and modern flair.  
They rise to every design 
challenge, from residence hall 
windows that flood rooms with 
daylight and fresh air, to grand 
entryways framing breathtaking 
vistas. Inside, steel windows and 
doors elegantly shape galleries 
and libraries.

Whether revitalizing historic 
landmarks or expanding a  
college campus, Hope’s steel  
window technology offers  
lasting benefits. Protective pre-
treatments, improved weather-
stripping, modern glazing beads, 
and high-performance glass all 
help elevate your project.

STRENGTH
Our hot-rolled steel delivers 
unmatched strength. Hope’s 
fusion-welded frames support 
expansive glass with slender 
profiles, creating spacious, 
sunlit spaces. Solid steel keeps 
hardware firmly in place while ventilators resist distortion and wear, 
providing reliable performance for years. 

The strength of hot-rolled steel improves performance and lifespan 
while enabling slim, narrow frames. Their thin widths and shallow 
profiles give you wide views and a sweeping field of vision. Other 
materials require thicker frames to achieve the same strength, 
which can constrict the view and limit sense of space.

LONGEVITY
Hope’s advanced Power of 5™ 
Finishing System helps every 
product last longer. Developed 
with top US metallurgists and 
architectural coating experts, 
this finish keeps your windows 
and doors gleaming and rust- 
free for decades. Even in the 
harshest inland or coastal 
climates, Hope’s products stay 
attractive and require little to  
no maintenance.

THE FINAL WORD & 
THE FIRST STEP
Choosing the right manufacturer 
for your custom steel windows 
and doors assures maximum 
value, durability, and lasting 
beauty. Many products feature 
steel components, but only solid 
hot-rolled steel construction 
delivers the best investment in 
performance and peace of mind.

Consult with your manufacturer 
early in the design process. 
Working together from the start 

ensures your choices align with your vision, meet all codes and safety 
requirements, and keep your project on schedule without surprises.

THE VERSATILE BEAUTY
of Steel Windows & Doors

About Hope’s® Windows

Since 1912, Hope’s Windows, Inc. has built a legacy of handcrafting the finest fenestration systems. From restoring historic 
treasures to shaping modern masterpieces, Hope’s products grace landmark projects across the country. Every window and 

door reflects our commitment to outstanding engineering, design, and craftsmanship.

HopesWindows.com            716.665.512436  PRIVATE UNIVERSITY PRODUCTS AND NEWS / JUNE 2026 pupnmag.com
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Where learning
takes shape.
More than shelves.

A complete library environment designed for how 
students read, gather, and explore. From flexible 
bookcases to adaptable seating and modular 
circulation desks, every element supports focus, 
flow, and discovery.

Where curiosity and connection meet.

Scan the code or visit
madebymarco.net
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SPACE-SAVING 
RECEPTACLES 

LET US HELP FIND A SOLUTION FOR YOU     800-782-7273 • cpservice@commercialzone.com • www.commercialzone.com

E�ortless Waste Management Starts 
with the Avante™ Series.

Available in 3 styles & with 
open-top or canopy lid

FOR SCHOOLS & UNIVERSITIES
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Ceiling & Wall Mounted Backstops

Divider Curtains & Batting Cages

Wall Padding

Ceiling & Floor Mounted
Volleyball Systems

REQUEST
A QUOTE

Competition
Basketball
Portables
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