Designing Campus
Restrooms for
Long-T'erm Value

BY KRIS ALDERSON
College restrooms need to withstand heavy use while staying clean, comfortable
and welcoming. Choosing coordinated fixtures, accessories and finishes that are
durable and easy to maintain helps campuses meet those expectations for years

to come.

For private colleges and universities planning renovations or new construction,
restroom design is a long-term investment. Decisions made during planning will

affect both the student experience and the work of maintaining these spaces

long after the project is complete. _ PHOTO COURTESY BRADLEY
continued... -
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Derformance
Redefined.

Re-engineered for peak performance, maximum efficiency and effortless
serviceability, Conquest water heaters deliver superior savings on
installation, maintenance and operation.

Greater Energy Savings Optimized Pump
» Re-designed firetube heat exchanger » Improved reliability
?» Up to 98% thermal efficiency » Easier service with pump on
' front and side
The PVI Conquest.

Smarter and more efficient than ever.

PV

A WATTS Brand

8176328053 | pvicom



Your research
changes.
Can your BSC?

The modern lab is quick to adapt. Axiom Type C1
gives you the flexibility to change with it.

e Duct when you need chemical protection
e Switch back when you don’t

e Support evolving research and workflows
e Get the versatility only Axiom can provide

Say hello to possible at labconco.com/biosafety

LABCONCO.

For the love of the lab.

DISCOVER AXIOM >
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FEATURE: CAMPUS RESTROOMS continued

Maintenance starts with design

Daily upkeep includes refilling soap and paper supplies,
replacing batteries and parts, and making repairs. Water and
energy use also add to ongoing costs. Throughout residence
halls, libraries, academic buildings and recreation facilities,
products that need frequent attention can create a considerable
amount of extra work.

For colleges and universities, restroom design decisions
extend beyond aesthetics to long-term facility performance. A
Bradley Company survey found that 85 percent of architects
identified easy-to-maintain and repair products as providing
strong long-term value, and 84 percent cited durable, low-main-
tenance materials as essential. Although the survey focused on
K-12 schools, these same priorities are highly relevant for higher
education facilities, where restrooms experience heavy daily use
and must support long-term operational efficiency.

Maintenance staff can offer helpful insight early in the design
process. They know which products need repeated repairs, which
dispensers are difficult to refill and which parts are hard to
find. Their experience can help the team choose products that
simplify upkeep.

A coordinated look throughout the restroom

Fixtures, partitions and accessories all contribute to a cohesive
aesthetic in restrooms. Matching or complementary faucets
and soap dispensers help tie the handwashing area together.
Mirrors, grab bars, towel dispensers, waste receptacles and
hooks in similar styles and finishes can create a unifying look
throughout the space.

Accessories can have a noticeable effect on the finished space,
especially when they are considered early in the design process.
Rounded shapes, concealed mounting and smooth surfaces give
the room a consistent look. Accessories should also be easy for
staff to clean, refill and repair.

Restroom styles may vary across campus, from a historic
academic building to a contemporary student center.
Coordinated accessories can complement each setting while
using similar operating mechanisms and replacement parts.
This consistency makes maintenance procedures more familiar
to staff and reduces the range of spare parts they need to keep
on hand.

Dispensers that simplify daily upkeep

Even an attractive restroom falls short when students find empty
soap or paper towel dispensers. Choosing dispensers that are easy
to check and refill helps staff keep supplies available throughout
the day.

Visible low-supply indicators help staff quickly spot dispensers
that need refilling. Concealed magnetic locks provide access

continued...
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VINYL STAIR TREADS & LANDING TILES

MAKE STAIRS AND
LANDINGS SAFE
WITH MUSSON
VINYL TREADS
AND TILE

[I!‘ _#i

Y

* Excellent for commercial, industrial
and institutional use

* Vinyl treads are available in four
colors and a variety of sizes
and styles

* Contrasting 18" x 18” vinyl tiles
have a durable 40 mil wear layer

* Matching cove risers are also available

Visit our website for additional information
or to request samples and lilerature.

PO. Box 7038 * Akron, Ohio 44306
% MUSSON RUBBER CO. 800-321-2381 » Fax 330-773-3254

info@mussonrubber.com * www.mussonrubber.com



FEATURE: CAMPUS RESTROOMS continued

without a visible keyhole, maintaining a
smooth exterior. Anti-slam features help
keep open dispenser doors from striking and
damaging nearby walls or accessories during

refills.

Paper towel dispensers designed to limit
jams and torn paper help keep towels
available. Dual-roll toilet tissue dispensers
that automatically advance a reserve roll
help prevent runouts between maintenance
rounds. Dispenser capacity also makes a
difference, especially in busy student centers
and event venues where supplies can run out
quickly between scheduled checks.

Even waste receptacles can make upkeep
casier. Bag retention rings help keep liners in
place, while combination towel dispenser and
waste receptacle units bring the two functions
together in a coordinated design.

Convenient and reliable handwashing
Bradley’s 2026 Healthy Handwashing
Survey™ of U.S. adults found that nearly
80 percent consider touchless fixtures
important in public restrooms. Respondents
also identified empty soap or paper towel
dispensers and dirty or nonworking sinks
among the leading reasons they skip
handwashing. These findings show why
reliable fixtures and consistent servicing
matter to the people using the space.

Sensor-operated faucets and soap dispensers
reduce contact with shared surfaces and
should be easy to activate. Reliable sensors,
accessible batteries or power connections, and
readily available replacement parts help keep
these fixtures working. Routine checks of
faucet activation, soap delivery and drainage
can help staff catch problems before they
disrupt use.

All-in-one handwashing fixtures combine
touch-free soap, water and hand drying at
the basin, allowing users to complete the
process in one place. This arrangement helps
contain water and reduces dripping on floors
as people move to separate drying stations.
Integrated drying can also reduce paper towel
use and the work of restocking dispensers and
emptying waste receptacles.

Soap refilling is another opportunity to
simplify maintenance. Top-fill multi-feed
soap systems, available with some all-in-one
handwashing systems, supply multiple soap
dispensers from one central tank. Staff can
refill the tank from above the counter rather
than accessing individual reservoirs beneath
each sink, saving a lot of time. A larger shared
tank can also reduce refill frequency, helping
stafl keep soap available in busy campus
restrooms.
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EARLY WARNING WATER LEAK DETECTION

Installed in over 23,000 sites!

\MATERL A LERT
SENSOR CABLE

- 5 Year Warranty

- Madea in tha JSA,

- In Business 40 Years
- Liltra Bigh Quality

DORLEN Products Inc.

1-800-533-6392
WWW.WATERALERT.COM

ASM 925

AMERICAN SLIP METER’

SLIP AND FALL PREVENTION SINCE 1993

SALES, SERVICE & RENTALS OF SCOF & DCOF TRIBOMETERS

Our ASh 250COF meter is perfect
for the new NFSI B101.4-2023 wet
barefoot testing standard. Cur 925
i5 an NF3I Approved Tnbometer for
DLOF testing. Our 925 15, also, an
autormnated DCOF meter tha tests
o MFSI B3 and ANSI AS26.3

Mo drive wheels to slip on ramps,
bathtubs or grout lines. Test stairs
in four directions.

Our 825A is an economical manual
SCOF meter that tests 1o ANSINFS|
BIOLI-2000 Eaisy to operale for both
dry aond wet tests. Used across the
globe for many years.

For more information on both meters visit
www.americanslipmeter.com

Questions? Contact us at
info@americanslipmeter.com or 941-681-24 31

22 PRIVATE UNIVERSITY PRODUCTS AND NEWS / NOVEMBER 2026

pupnmag.com



AUXILI ARY Automated maintenance and freeze protection for
dry and pre-action fire sprinkler systems.

DR AIN The internal auxiliary drain features motorized supply
and drain valves that automatically drain the collection
A assembly per NFPA standards when maintenance is
. needed. The heating element and programmable logic
B control (PLC) are also housed in the insulated and
conidencsta from locking steel cabinet. The heater features a thermostat
system may result that operates only when needed, reducing energy use
45 :;:If“:'l';; while maintaining a temperature safely above freezing
System must be reducing the risk of system freeze-ups. An external
maintained per temperature gauge allows the internal temperature to be
NFPA 25, Refer to ; H . :
COLLECT swDRAIN monitored without having to open the cabinet and for
operator’s manual. e remote notification the Model 5500 can be wired
' to a fire control panel or building management
system. Upgrade your system’s auxiliary drains
and streamline maintenance while preventing

AGF Manufacturing Inc. Fooowe®  expensive system freeze-ups.

Phone; 610-240-4300
www.agfmfg.com
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FEATURE: CAMPUS RESTROOMS continued

Privacy and durability in daily use
Students also need privacy and enough room
to use the restroom comfortably. The Healthy
Handwashing Survey found that nearly 70
percent of U.S. adults believe restroom stalls
should provide more coverage, and 52 percent
would like gaps around stall doors eliminated.
Taller doors, smaller panel gaps and near- or
full-height partitions can help address these
concerns. Planning for accessibility at the
same time helps ensure fixture and accessory
locations allow for needed clearances and
reach requirements.

Moisture- and impact-resistant partitions
with durable hinges and latches help stalls
hold up to heavy use. Occupancy indicators let
people see which stalls are available. Designs
with fewer floor supports make it easier to
clean underneath, while secure hardware and
replaceable parts help with ongoing upkeep.

Lavatory materials also affect cleaning
and maintenance. Smooth, nonporous

solid-surface or natural quartz materials are
resilient and easy to clean. Some surfaces can
also be repaired after wear or damage, helping
extend their life.

Lasting value across campus

Before selections are finalized, walking
through everyday cleaning, refilling and
repair tasks can help confirm that the design
will work as intended. Dispenser doors need
room to open, parts need to be accessible for
service, and floors need to be easy to reach
for cleaning.

These practical details help protect the
investment in a campus restroom. When
coordinated design, privacy and reliable
handwashing are supported by durable
products and easy maintenance, colleges
create spaces that serve students comfortably
and help facility teams keep them looking
good and working well for years to come.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Kris Alderson,

MBA, LEED AP is senior marketing manager

- for Bradley Company, the 100-year-old
global manufacturer of commercial plumbing
fixtures, accessories, emergency
safety fixtures and electric tankless water heaters,
now a division of Watts Water Technologies.
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HEAT LIMITING
COOKING SURFACE
PROTECTORS

CHILD SAFETY
LOCE-DUT WITH
AUTO SHUT-DFF

CONTACT US FOR SPE

WWW,COOKWITHKENYON.COM | 860,664.4906

SMART BUILT-IN SAFETY FOR
THE USER AND FACILITY
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INCLUDING CA & TX

MEETS ADA
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|  Water professionals kmow thatl swimmers demand clear and clean water.
That's why we continue to work hard to make your job easier. Make chlorination

..... 1sy with the ACF Serles Calclum Hypochlorite Feeders.

Clarify with Vantage Poly-A Clarifying Tablets. This unique and powerful tablet

e

water clarifier is not just to clear up cloudy water after a long weekend. Asa

maintenance product, it works with your filtration system to remove organic and

norganic compounds to prevent dull and cloudy water,

SANITIZE with the
ACF Series

Calcium Hypochlorite Tablet Feeders
= Safer than liquid systems

Runs “Clean” - Less Maintenance!

Simple, Efficlent, and Durable

Systems available for ANY size pool

NSF/ANSI Standard 50 Certified

CLARIFY with the
VPF-20

Poly-A Tablet Feeder
Unigue tablet clarifier
Easier than liguid systems

Removes arganic and inarganic compounds

Increases filter effectiveness {Chem Performanca Products. Inc.
7E.9896
Proven cryptosporidium removal 431216
ntagedalichem.com
weni varia g bercae com



